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50 YEARS OF THE HYDE AMENDMENT: 
The American People’s Line in the Sand

Since the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision in 1973, there have been bipartisan congressional 
efforts to prevent taxpayer dollars from being used to pay for abortions or otherwise subsidize the 

abortion industry. These efforts reflect public sentiment, with a January 2025 poll showing that nearly 60 
percent of Americans oppose using taxpayer dollars to fund abortions.1 

In 1976, Congress took its first definitive 
action in prohibiting taxpayer funding for 
elective abortions in Medicaid by passing 
the Hyde Amendment. A version of this 
amendment has been passed annually ever 
since, and every president from Jimmy Carter 
onward has signed an appropriations bill  
that includes it. 

2026 should mark the 50th year in which the 
Hyde Amendment protects the lives of unborn 
children and the consciences of American 
taxpayers. For both the pro-life movement 
and the American people at large, the Hyde 
Amendment is a nonnegotiable provision.

THE HISTORY OF THE HYDE AMENDMENT
In the initial years following the Roe v. Wade decision, the U.S. government paid for an estimated 
300,000 abortions annually through Medicaid.2 The debate over public funding for abortions intensified 
in 1976 when Rep. Henry Hyde (R-Ill.) proposed an amendment to the 1977 appropriations bill for the 
U.S. Department of Labor and the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (DHEW) that 
aimed to prevent federal Medicaid funds from paying for abortions.

Hyde’s amendment was adopted into the base bill and sent to President Gerald Ford for signature. 
However, President Ford vetoed the legislation because it exceeded the proposed budget. In response, both 
the House (312-93) and the Senate (67-15) voted to override the presidential veto on September 30, 1976.

This first federal appropriations bill to restrict taxpayer funding for abortions was a major pro-life victory. 
However, due to the nature of the federal appropriations process, this amendment must be included in 
each year’s appropriations bill in order for it to remain in effect. The federal policy prohibiting the use of 
taxpayer funds to pay for or subsidize elective abortions has since been known as the Hyde Amendment. 
A version of this amendment has been added to several other appropriations bills, including those that 
fund the U.S. Departments of Defense and Justice, as well as the budget of the District of Columbia.
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THE IMPACT OF THE HYDE AMENDMENT
For many years, the principles of the Hyde Amendment have enjoyed broad support among Americans, 
a sentiment reflected by almost every national poll on the subject. Furthermore, some peer-reviewed 
studies have substantiated Hyde’s direct impact on saving the lives of unborn children. In 2009, 
the Guttmacher Institute release a literature review of peer-reviewed studies on Medicaid funding 
restrictions for abortions. Out of 22 studies concerned with birth rates, 19 provided statistically 
significant evidence that restricting Medicaid funding for abortions leads to a decrease in abortion rates.3

Dr. Michael New, a senior associate scholar at the Charlotte Lozier Institute, analyzes available data 
to find the best estimate of lives saved by the Hyde Amendment. He estimates that, as of September 
2025, Hyde has saved a total of 2,646,474 lives, with 24,905 lives saved in the first nine months of 2025 
alone.4 This underscores the significant impact the Hyde Amendment has each year it is in effect and the 
importance of Congress passing it annually.

CONCLUSION 
The Hyde Amendment has been one of the greatest 
achievements of the pro-life movement to date. This 
annual provision has saved the lives of millions of unborn 
children and protected taxpayers from funding the ethically 
abhorrent abortion industry. 

As we approach the Hyde Amendment’s 50th anniversary, 
it is essential to uphold the principle established in 1976: 
taxpayer funds should not be used to pay for abortions. This 
principle must continue to apply to all healthcare funding. 
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