
The Gospel is all about change! The Apostle Paul declared: 

Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 
who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you 
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

(1 Cor. 6:9b-11 ESV)

The Gospel is the “power of God to salvation for those who believe” (Rom. 1:16) 
and that power enables us to turn from our sinful thoughts, actions and habits – 
whatever they may be.  In fact, Paul pointed to some in Corinth as evidence of 
the transformative change that the Gospel can bring to a life.  

It is no less true today.  Recently, at the California State Capitol, a group of 
people who formerly identified themselves as LGBTQ, gave moving testimony 
to the power of the Gospel to change.  Wearing their black T-Shirts with the 
word “Changed” emblazoned on them, they were a real and personal rebuke 
to the scheme of the California Legislature to label any effort to help people 
who have unwanted sexual attractions or experience gender confusion as “fraud” 
through AB 2943.  This bad bill is not only an attack on Free Speech and 
Religious Freedom, it is also an attack on the purpose of the Gospel itself, which 
is to bring change to people.
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According to Alliance Defending Freedom’s legal analysis, California’s AB 2943, 
in spite of recent amendments, makes it unlawful for any person to sell books, 
counseling services, or anything else that helps someone overcome unwanted 
same-sex attraction or gender identity confusion. As a result, it could be a 
violation if a pastor encourages a congregate to visit the church bookstore to 
purchase books that help people address sexual issues. Under AB 2943:

• A religious ministry could not hold a conference on maintaining sexual 
purity if the conference encourages attendees to avoid homosexual behavior, 
if attendees are paying for admission.

• A bookstore (i.e. Amazon) could not sell recently published books 
challenging gender identity ideology and advocating that these beliefs 
should be rejected by society.

• A pastor paid to speak at an event addressing current social topics could not 
encourage attendees that they can prevail over same-sex desires or feelings 
or that they were born the wrong sex.

• Faith-based religions would be labeled fraudulent and having deceptive 
practices subjecting them to lawsuits, punitive damages, and attorneys’ fees.

This bill is not only unconstitutional under the Free Exercise Clause of the First 
Amendment, AB 2943 also violates the First Amendment right to speak and the 
right to hear and receive it.
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