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Effects of the Breakdown of the Black Family 
 

Issue: Children from broken families suffer from a number of negative outcomes, regardless of 
race or ethnicity. Because black families are the least intact,1 they tend to experience these 
consequences more than any other race.  
    
Effects of Single Parenthood 

 Crime. Boys who grow up without a 
father are twice as likely to end up in jail 
than those who come from two-parent 
families.2 

 Behavior. 85 percent of all children that 

exhibit behavioral disorders come from 

fatherless homes.
3 

 Education. 71 percent of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes.
4 

 Poverty. In 2011, 12 percent of children in married-couple families were living in poverty, 

compared to 44 percent of children in mother-only families.
5 

 
State of the Black Family 

 Between 1960 and 2012, the share of black adults ages 25 and older who have never been 

married quadrupled (from 9 percent in 1960 to 36 percent in 2012).
6 

 In 2012, 72.1 percent of African American children were born out of wedlock.7 
 Only 17 percent of black 15-17 year olds are living with their married biological parents, 

while 83 percent have lived in non-intact families.
8 

 
Negative Outcomes for Black Children 

 A study by the Progressive Policy 
Institute found, “After controlling for single 

motherhood, the difference between black and 

white crime rates disappeared.”
9 

 A longitudinal study of black urban 

youth revealed when parents were married, 

adolescents demonstrated significantly higher 

grades, mediated through paternal 

involvement.
10 

 The poverty rate for black 
married-couple families is five times 
lower than for black non-married 
families. 11 

 

Conclusion: The breakdown of the black family has created a multigenerational crisis within 
the black community. This crisis has not only exacerbated racial disparities, but also has 
profoundly wounded our nation, especially black children in the next generation. 
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