
March 4, 2013

The Honorable John A. Boehner
Speaker of the House
H-232, The Capitol
Washington DC 20515

The Honorable Eric Cantor
Majority Leader
H-329, The Capitol
Washington DC 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner and Leader Cantor:

We, the undersigned representing millions of Americans, strongly support enactment of 
protections supporting religious liberty and freedom of conscience.  We strongly urge 
House leadership to take steps necessary to include such protections in the FY2013 
Continuing Resolution, a must-pass piece of legislation. 

A vital First Amendment right is threatened by the HHS mandate. The mandate will force
religious entities to either violate their conscience in health care coverage, or face steep 
fines by refusing to comply. Such fines threaten loss of health care coverage, especially 
impacting families, or even jobs. The mandate also exempts churches, but not other 
religious entities, charities, health care providers or individuals. The government 
dictating which religious groups and individuals are, and are not, religious enough to be 
exempt from government health care mandates is a gross breach of the Constitution’s 
religious freedom protections.

A large portion of the nation’s social services is provided by religious organizations 
which are not recognized as “religious” under the terms of the mandate. The mandate 
contains no exemption for these organizations that have moral and religious objections. 
Either such charities will shut down altogether rather than violate their moral principles, 
or they will be compelled to use scarce resources to pay punitive fines, thus diverting 
funds intended to serve the poor. 

Other acts of government discrimination against health care workers must also be 
addressed by strengthening existing conscience laws. Nurses, medical students, and other 
health care workers should not be threatened by the government, or entities receiving 
federal funds, when it comes to matters related to abortion or other services to which they 
may object. 

As you are aware, the HHS mandate is already in effect for businesses, such as Hobby 
Lobby, and will directly impact non-exempt religious organizations beginning August 1, 
2013. 



Rep. Diane Black is introducing legislation similar to what was included in last year’s 
House Labor, Health and Human Services Appropriations bill to protect religious 
freedom in health care and health care coverage. We urge you to include such language in 
the FY2013 CR to restore conscience protections. 

Respectfully, 

Tom McClusky  
Sr. Vice President, Government Affairs
Family Research Council

Janice Shaw Crouse, Ph.D.
Director and Senior Fellow
The Beverly LaHaye Institute
Concerned Women for America

Margaret H. Hartshorn, Ph.D.
President
Heartbeat International

Dr. Alveda King, 
Director of African American Outreach 
Priests for Life

C. Preston Noell III, President
Tradition, Family, Property, Inc.

Sandy Rios
Family PAC Federal

Matt Smith
President, Catholic Advocate

Judson Phillips
Founder, Tea Party Nation

Gary Bauer
President, American Values

Colin A. Hanna
President, Let Freedom Ring

Fr. Shenan Boquet
President, Human Life International

Peter M. Weyrich

Alan E. Sears
President, CEO & General Counsel
Alliance Defending Freedom

Tim Wildmon, President
American Family Association

Marjorie Dannenfelser
President, Susan B. Anthony List

Hon. Marilyn Musgrave
Vice President of Government Affairs
Susan B. Anthony List

Fr. Frank Pavone
National Director, Priests for Life 

Dr. Keith Wiebe, President
American Association of Christian Schools

Phillip L. Jauregui
President, Judicial Action Group

Dee Hodges
President, Maryland Taxpayers Association

Ralph Reed
Chairman, Faith and Freedom Coalition

Manuel Gonzalez, M.D.
President, Catholics Called to Witness

Adriana Gonzalez
Executive Vice President
Catholics Called to Witness

Dr. Patricia McEwen
Director, Life Coalition International 



Joe Miller
Restoring Liberty Action

Jim Backlin
Christian Coalition of America

Julaine K. Appling
President, Wisconsin Family Action

David E. Smith, Executive Director
Illinois Family Institute

Paul E. Rondeau, Executive Director
American Life League

Ryan & Bethany Bomberger
Founders, The Radiance Foundation

Jeremiah G. Dys, Esq.
President and General Counsel
The Family Policy Council of WV

Bob Vander Plaats, Pres. and CEO,
The FAMiLY LEADER

Chuck Hurley, President
The FAMiLY LEADER Foundation

Cathi Herrod, President
Center for Arizona Policy

Samuel B. Casey
Managing Director & General Counsel
Law of Life Project

Patricia Lee June, M.D.

Joe Scheidler, National Director
Pro-Life Action League

Eric J. Scheidler, National Co-Director
Stand Up for Religious Freedom 
Coalition

James M. Kushiner, Executive Director
The Fellowship of St. James

Melissa Ortiz
Founder/Principal, Able Americans

Karen Malec, President
Coalition on Abortion/Breast Cancer

Nicole Theis, President
Delaware Family Policy Council

Kristan Hawkins, President
Students for Life of America and Med 
Students for Life of America

Phil Burress, President
Citizens for Community Values Action

Rosemary Hackett
President
Illinois Right to Life Committee

John Helmberger, CEO
Minnesota Family Council

Marie Bowen
Executive Director
Presbyterians Pro-Life

Bradley Mattes, Executive Director
Life Issues Institute

Elizabeth Graham
Texas Right to Life

Tom D. Freier
North Dakota Family Alliance

Mary Anne Hackett, President
Catholic Citizens of Illinois

Joe Ortwerth, Executive Director
Missouri Family Policy Council

Grover Norquist

Victoria Cobb, President
The Family Foundation of Virginia



Monica Migliorino Miller
National Co-Director
Stand Up for Religious Freedom 
Coalition

Rachel Burgin, Executive Director
Florida Right to Life

Tom Minnery
Executive Director, CitizenLink

Richard Viguerie
Chairman, ConservativeHQ.com

Kris Mineau, President
Massachusetts Family Institute

Nancy Morrissey
Professional Women's Network

Mario H. Lopez, President
Hispanic Leadership Fund

Robert Noland, Executive Director
Kansas Family Policy Council

Jim Minnery, President
Alaska Family Action

Ashley Pratte, Executive Director
Cornerstone Policy Research & 
Cornerstone Action

J. Michael Smith, Esq., President
Home School Legal Defense 
Association

Ray Ruddy
President, Gerard Health

Gene Mills, President
Louisiana Family Forum

David Fowler, President
Family Action of Tennessee

Mike Manhart, PhD
Executive Director
Couple to Couple League

Carroll Conley, Executive Director
Christian Civic League of Maine
Bruce Chapman, Chairman of the Board
Discovery Institute *

Michael Geer, President
Pennsylvania Family Council

Peter Wolfgang
President
Family Institute of Connecticut Action

James Nolan, Esq.
President, Crossroads Pro-Life

Len Deo, President
New Jersey Family Policy Council

Bill Brooks, President
North Carolina Family Policy Council

Linwood Bragan, Executive Director
CapStand Council for Policy and Ethics

Mike O’Dea, Founder & Executive Director
Christus Medicus Foundation

Kent Ostrander
The Family Foundation (KY)

David Fowler, President
Family Action of Tennessee

David Wilson, CEO, President, Senior 
Consultant, Wilson Partners

Dr. Hiram Crawford,  
Pro-Life Pro-Family Coalition

Steven Ertelt, Editor
LifeNews.com



Mark Tooley
President
Institute on Religion and Democracy

Denise Leipold
Executive Director
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio

Mary-Louise Hengesbaugh
Board Member and Communications 
Director
Illinois Citizens for Ethics PAC

Rev. Jason J. McGwire
Executive Director
New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms

Joel Grewe
Director of Generation Joshua



cc:
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy, Majority Whip 
The Honorable Hal Rogers, Chairman, House Appropriations Committee
The Honorable Fred Upton, Chairman, House Energy and Commerce Committee

* Institutional affiliation provided for the purpose of identification only.


