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This chart looks at youths who have ever been arrested at the extremes of four
demographic quadrants.

14%

Percent Who Have Ever Been Arrested

ttendanc

Current Religious Attendance and Structure of Family of Origin Combined

by Structure of Family of Origin

13%

13%

12%
10%

These four quadrants are derived from combining two sets of family structures
(always-intact vs. all other family structures*) and two sets of religious attendance
(weekly vs. never).
The families occupying the four corners (or four extremes) of these quadrants are:
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All other family structures* that worship weekly;
All other family structures* that never worship.
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(*The non-intact group consists of individuals in the following categories: married
stepfamily, cohabiting stepfamily, single divorced parent, and always single parent. In
all these structures, there has been rejection between the biological father and mother,
and thus the original pairing is no longer intact.)
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“Ever Been Arrested”
by Current Religious Attendance and Structure of Family of Origin
The 1997 National Longitudinal Survey of Youth shows that youths who did not grow up in always-intact married families and
never attended church are most likely to have ever been arrested..
Description: Examining structure of family of origin, only 5 percent of youths who grew up in an intact married family had
ever been arrested, followed by youths from married stepfamilies and families with intact cohabiting partners (8 percent), single
divorced parent families (9 percent) and cohabiting stepfamilies and always single parent families (13 percent).
Examining only current religious attendance, 5 percent of youths who currently attend weekly religious services have ever been
arrested, followed by those who attend one to three times a months (7 percent), those who attend less than once a month (10
percent), and those who never attend church (11 percent).
Examining current religious attendance and structure of family of origin combined, only 4 percent of youths who currently
attend weekly religious services and who grew up in an always-intact family have ever been arrested, followed by youths who
never attend church but grew up in an always intact family (6 percent), those who grew up in all other family structures but
currently attend church weekly (8 percent) and those who never attend church and grew up in all other family structures (14
percent).

Related Insight from Other Studies
The effects of family structure can be seen in the Oregon Youth Study, a longitudinal survey. Compared to boys living with both
biological parents, boys living in single-mother households had higher odds of being arrested by age 14 (208 percent higher) and
of being arrested by age 17 (128 percent higher). This survey also showed that boys living in stepfamilies had greater odds of being
arrested by age 14 (210 percent higher) and of being arrested by age 17 (139 percent higher) than did boys in households with
both biological parents.1
One study found an inverse correlation between church attendance and religious influence and the kind and rate of offenses
committed.2 Those who attended church frequently or who claimed considerable religious influence had considerably lower odds
of being a frequent offender, compared to the individuals who attended church less frequently or not at all. Another study found
that states with more religious populations tended to have fewer homicides and fewer suicides.3
Another study looked at African-American men in prison against a matched control group who were not in prison, and found that
those who eventually ended up in prison typically did not go to church (or had stopped going) when they were about 10 years
old.4
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