HOW TO

Five Steps for Hosting a Successful
Church Voter Registration Drive
Christians can have a positive impact on elections and ultimately our nation’s future. Elections determine our
leaders, who in turn decide whether our nation honors biblical marriage, protects life in the womb and allows the
freedom to express our faith in the public arena. Yet every election millions of Christians fail to exercise their rights
and responsibilities as citizens. We can help our people obey Christ’s command to participate in government
(Matt. 22:21) by encouraging voter registration and voting Christian values. Here are five action steps:

Step 1: Ask:
Get permission from your pastor and church
leadership so that you’re under biblical authority.
When asking, emphasize that voter registration is:

Biblical. Selecting godly leaders is rooted in
biblical principle (see Exod. 18:21; Prov. 29:2) and
that process begins with registering to vote. “Part
of a pastor’s responsibility is to preach the whole
counsel of God to the people of God, which includes
our responsibility to be salt and light as Christian
citizens,” says Dr. Kenyn Cureton, a pastor for 20
years, now with the Family Research Council.
Simple. Recent federal laws have made
voter registration easier than ever, with a national
registration form that’s acceptable in most states.
“It’s easier than filling out the release form to go on
a church mission trip or an application for summer
camp,” says Cureton. Visit www.iVoteValues.org and
click on “Register to Vote” for more info.
Legal. The IRS says church voter-registration
drives are legal, and even encouraged, unless they
endorse or oppose candidates. (Legal Tips Below)

Christians can have
a positive impact on
elections and ultimately
our nation’s future.

Step 2: Prepare:

Here is a suggested game plan

Contact your county clerk’s or secretary of
state’s office to obtain registration forms and learn
collection procedures. Voters can mail their own
forms, but it’s more effective to collect them from
members and then volunteer to mail or return
them in bulk. Some states, like Texas, require you
to be deputized before doing that. Other states
may require a valid ID. For a list of state voterregistration
policies
and
info,
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Schedule registration drives to coincide with
patriotic-themed, July 4th worship services and
30-60 days preceding an election. “The Voter
Impact Toolkit is basically a ‘Christian Citizenship
Sunday’ in a box,” says Cureton. “The Sunday
nearest July 4th is a perfect time to focus on our
biblical and patriotic duty as Christian citizens.”
Also, conduct voter registration “at least three
consecutive Sundays leading up to the month
before the election,” advises John Paulton, manager
of Focus on the Family’s special projects. Many
states have a voter registration deadline 30 days
before elections, so plan ahead.
Advertise your registration drive on the church
website, newsletters, PowerPoint slides, bulletins,
and other church communications. However, “the
pastor is the key to promotion,” says Cureton,
“because when the pastor leads, the people will
follow.” The Toolkit CD has more promotional
resources, including a video.
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Step 3: Register:

Step 4: Stay Legal:

On the Sunday your pastor preaches on Christian
Citizenship, here are two ways to conduct the nonpartisan voter registration drive:

Tips from Peter Gentala, an Alliance Defense
Fund attorney:

Pews. The most effective method is to have ushers
distribute voter registration forms in the pews, allowing
church members time to fill out the forms before they are
collected. “That way you don’t miss anyone,” says Rev.
Rick Scarborough of Vision America.

Tables. If your pastor prefers a more passive
approach, set up a patriotic-themed table in a high-traffic
area of the church. Recruit a team of volunteers and
train them. Have plenty of registration forms and pens.
Fr. Frank Pavone of Priests for Life advises:

1. Take the initiative. “Stand up, don’t sit, and don’t
just let people walk by. Speak to them, saying, ‘Good
morning, can I help you fill out this form?’” If already
uncil.
registered, ask if they have moved since the last election;
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if so, re-register them.
2. Provide assistance. “Lead people step-by-step
through the process so they don’t feel like any question is
stupid.” Look over the form and ensure it is complete.
3. Keep records. Record those who register for followup. Consider using the list to start an activist group (Visit
www.CultureImpact.org and www.citizenlink.org/fpc/).

If the pastor doesn’t feel comfortable with either
approach, ask for permission to call members who aren’t
registered. Start by comparing your church mailing
list with voter registration records, which are public
information. Offer to mail them a voter registration
form or point them to www.iVoteValues.org, ask them
to click on “Register to Vote,” and begin the process.
They can help “Register a Friend” as well. However,
“Don’t put them on the defensive by saying, ‘You’re not
registered,’” Scarborough says. Instead, “offer to help
them become a voter.”

• Emphasize registration, not politics.
• Allow people from every political party to register.
• Don’t make issue statements like “do your part
for pro-life candidates” that can be construed as
endorsements.
• Don’t tell people who you’re voting for during
registration.
For more information, visit:
www.alliancedefensefund.org or call
800-TELL-ADF. Also, consult the Legal Dos and
Don’ts Card in the Voter Impact Toolkit. Review IRS
guidelines at: www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf.p1828.pdf.

Step 5: Follow-up:
Have a plan to translate voter registration
into values voting:

Collect the forms and deliver in person or by
mail to your county election office.
Ask the pastor to urge voter participation as the
election approaches.
Encourage voters who will be out of town to
request an absentee ballot.
Contact those on your list a week before the
election and remind them to vote.
Provide a sign-up sheet and transportation to
the polls for those who need it.
Direct people to www.iVoteValues.org for more
on voting their Christian values.

Remember, how you vote
today impacts tomorrow.
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