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When the nation of Judah was invaded and taken over by the Babylonians,
young Daniel was taken captive. He was chosen to be a part of a select group for
comprehensive training and preparation to serve King Nebuchadnezzar.
However, the government plan mandated a diet that was contrary to Daniel’s
religious convictions based on Scripture. Daniel was faced with a choice: violate
his conscience or face the consequences. He respectfully objected to the
government plan, risking his life, but he won the argument (Daniel 1:3-17).
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The President and Congress are devising plans for a government takeover of the
heath care system in America. That’s 17% of the
U.S. economy coming under the management of the
federal government! This comes on the heels of other
takeovers of the private sector. Seriously, if we don’t
trust the people in Washington with running financial
institutions or car companies, how much sense does it
make to allow them to take over our medical care?
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Are there problems with the current state of healthcare? Yes. Are there people
who need coverage who cannot get coverage? Certainly. Does government
have a role to play? No question. Yet plans being rammed through Congress
may create more problems than they solve, and the public is beginning to notice,
especially the potential costs involved. Some estimates place the price tag on the
Senate plan at about $2.5 Trillion Dollars! More deficit spending when we are
already suffering economically and drowning in debt?
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Yet above all the fiscal madness are the ethical and moral problems with these
plans that run contrary to our biblical convictions. Prospects for the rationing of
care and the lack of conscience protections present serious ethical problems. If
we all end up in the “public option” plan because private health insurers can no
longer compete, who decides who gets treatment? A government panel? What
about those denied care? And what about doctors who must violate their
consciences by performing abortions covered under the government plan?
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That brings us to the huge moral problem: Abortions covered in the Senate plan.
Depending on the poll, as many as 71% of Americans oppose federal dollars
being used to pay for abortions or supporting the abortion industry. Like Daniel,
we must respectfully object to any plan that doesn’t exclude taxpayer funding of
abortions and tax dollars to subsidize abortion providers.
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The U.S. House (H.R. 3962) and Senate (H.R. 3590) have already passed their
own versions of a healthcare bill. Congress is still trying to iron out the
differences between the two plans. President Obama is adding his own ideas and
is urging Congress to pass this expansive legislation soon. Unless amended, here
is a sampling of what the compromise healthcare plan will likely do:
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Force every American, within five years, into a
government supervised health plan that includes
abortion coverage.
Compel taxpayers to fund a huge abortion-industry
bailout – something 71% of Americans oppose.
Require some medical providers to violate their
consciences and perform abortions – or risk losing
their jobs.
Insert government bureaucrats between caring
doctors and needy patients and their families when
it comes to making decisions about treatment.
Result in the rationing of care, as we have seen in
other nations with government run healthcare.
Offer domestic partner benefits to homosexuals.
Add more government debt.

Action Steps:
1. Pray for national awareness: We need God’s help!
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“…to compel a
man to furnish
funds for the
propagation of
ideas he
disbelieves and
abhors, is sinful
and tyrannical....”
Thomas Jefferson,
1786
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2. Spread the word to your friends: Visit www.FRC.org for helpful resources.
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3. Contact your U.S. Representative and Senators and urge them to VOTE
NO any healthcare bill that does not explicitly exclude abortion coverage.
There are many other reasons to VOTE NO to the final plan, but abortion
funding is a non-negotiable. Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at (202) 2243121. Or visit www.FRC.org and click on Contact Officials. Respectfully let
your elected officials know how you feel about taxpayer funded abortion in
healthcare plans.
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4. Express your opinion: Write a letter to the editor of you local paper. Post a
Facebook comment, blog and tweet about healthcare. Some samples can be
found at www.FRCAction.org. As Christians, we must let our voices be heard!
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