Watchmen Summit – Prayer Targets
Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God? Joel 2:17  

Dear Pastors,
Amid the darkness in America today, perhaps the brightest light on the horizon is the growing intercessory Prayer Movement. God promises to hear the prayers of His people when we meet His conditions. Extraordinary prayer has preceded every revival and awakening for which we have a record. And we have God’s promise that He will heal our land if we will but humble ourselves, pray, seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways (2 Chr 7:14).  We want good government, a healthy economy, strong schools, and growing churches, but these are by-products of a right relationship with God. God wants our hearts, our devotion and our obedience.  He wants us to return to our first love and to make His kingdom and righteousness our top priority. This is the key to Healing in America. 

These Prayer Targets will help us unite in prayer during our prayer time on this first day of the Summit:
First: Let us Magnify God – Amid the problems in the church and our nation, God remains Sovereign.  He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is high above every potentate, king, president, court and congress and high above the sins and troubles of our nation (Hab 3:17-19).  
Exalt Him by praising His name, declaring His word, by proclaiming your faith in Him, by acknowledging His greatness, righteousness, authority, by trusting His great power and capacity to right every wrong that has taken place in our nation, including his ability to revive the church and to stir the pastors and people to rise to whole-hearted obedience (Ps 2: all; Acts 4:18-20, 23-31). 
Second: Let us Repent in Prayer – For ourselves, our churches, the larger Church in America, and for all of America’s Pastors (Dan 9:3-21; Joel 2:12-14; Luke 13:3-5), let us:
· Acknowledge that as go the pastors, so goes our churches, and our nation 
· Confess that we have failed to emulate the Good Shepherd in being examples to the flock (John 10:1-18; 1 Pet 5:3).
· Confess our neglect of private devotion to God and public advocacy for prayer and repentance, despite our great responsibility and our ultimate accountability for the spiritual condition of our churches and the moral condition of our nation.
· Confess our general lack of teaching Biblical truth regarding cultural issues that are clearly addressed in Scripture (e.g., Human life made in the image of God, God’s plan for marriage, etc.)
· Confess our failure to adequately train our people to distinguish between the holy and unholy, clean and unclean, and thus failing to equip God’s people to be the salt and light to our nation (Eze 44:23).
· Acknowledge that we have generally ignored the shedding of innocent blood and other abominations (Gen 4:10; Lev 18:22; Dt 21:9; Pr 24:11-12).
· Acknowledge that we have tolerated America’s spiritual and religious history being rewritten, the Church marginalized, and our religious liberty sorely diminished.  
· We have neglected to confront many false teachers, who have taught lies, license, and heresy.
· We have failed to rebuke and correct disobedient church members, restore the repentant with a spirit of gentleness, and bear one another’s burdens.
· We have failed to stand as God’s prophets in the community and nation to rebuke sin, immorality, injustice, etc.
· We have been passive in our failure to warn of and resist civil encroachment, injustice, and tyranny (2 Chron 26:16-21).

Third: Let us Ask God to Change Our Hearts – May He forgive us, cleanse us, fill us to overflowing by His Spirit, give us supernatural anointing, authority and power to lead in this urgent hour. 
· May we pray as we ought to pray, with extraordinary intimacy and power with God (Eph 6:10-21; 1 Th 5:17).
· May we preach the word as never preached before, without compromise, without holding back, and with power that brings supernatural change in all who hear us (2 Tim 4:2-5).
· May we unite with Christian Pastors of like mind across denominational lines and pray, and confer and work together to equip God’s people for prayer and action (Ps 133).
· May we and God’s pastors across America experience the personal change in our hearts that will enable each one to do what only he can do to turn the church and America wholeheartedly back to God (Mt 18:15-20; Lk 9:48-50).
· May each church get the outside help it needs from among God’s gifted leaders to be revived and to be the church for this hour.   
Fourth: Let us Intercede – May we diligently “stand in the gap” for our churches and nation. Although there are many more, there are four extraordinary national injustices being imposed upon us:

1) The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to redefine marriage (Mt 19:4-6).
2) The uncovering of taxpayer funded Planned Parenthood, the nation’s largest abortion provider, which is apparently removing baby’s body parts for sale at a profit (2 Kg 24:4).
3) Acts of overt anti-Christian persecution by constituted federal, state and local governments are taking place across America at a growing pace, threatening an end of religious liberty in America. 

4) The administration’s deal-making with Iran, the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism, which is, in effect, an abandonment of Israel and protection of America (Gen 12:1-3).

Let us pray over these matters, and that each will be reversed!  The Father of our nation, President George Washington, warned in his inaugural address, “We ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itself has ordained… the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny of the Republican model of Government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the American people.” Our hope is in God! 

Churches must now become the “Houses of Prayer” God envisioned. (Isa 56:7; Mt 21:13) If we respond to God aright, He may yet send Revival to our churches and Awakening to our Nation (2 Chr 7:14). 

In the Summit, we will discuss issues, strategy, and action, but at the top of the list is prayer. 2 Chronicles 7:14, Joel 1:14 and 2:12-18 and 1 Tim 2:1-8 make it clear what God’s people must do in order to meet His conditions in times of national decay and calamity. As we pray tonight, let us humble our hearts before our Maker and allow Him to lead us by His Holy Spirit.

1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Pray that America’s pastors will urgently lead the churches to become “Houses of Prayer” (Is 56:7; Mt 21:13).
2) Pray in the midst of judgment that God will remember mercy, and in response to our desperate prayer and humble repentance, that He might heal and send times of refreshing (Hab 3:2; Acts 3:19).


