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Effects of Fatherlessness on Children’s Development 
 

Issue: In the United States, 1 in 3 children live in a fatherless home.1 Children deprived of a 
father are robbed of physical, emotional, intellectual, and economic benefits throughout their 
lifetime. The fatherless family is the root cause of the majority of social ills today.  
    
Sexual Practices 

 A girl whose father leaves before she is five years old is eight times more likely to have 
an adolescent pregnancy than a girl whose father remains in her home. 2 

 African-American girls are 42 percent less likely to have sexual intercourse before age 18 if 

their biological father is present at home.
3
 

 Boys that are close with their fathers have better attitudes about intimacy and the prospect of 

their own married lives than boys who do not feel close to their fathers.
4 

 Adolescents who live without their father are more likely to engage in greater and earlier 

sexual activity, are more likely to become pregnant as a teenager, and are more likely to 

have a child outside of marriage.
5
  

 
Education 

 Children who live without their fathers are more likely to have decreased school 

performance.
6 

 Children who do not live with their father are more likely to experience behavioral problems 

at school.
7 

 71 percent of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes.
8 

 
Deviant Behavior  

 The child with an available father is 

more companionable and responsible 

as an adult.
9 

 Boys and girls who live without their 

fathers are less likely to be able to 

delay gratification, have poor impulse 

control over anger and sexual 

gratification, and have a weaker 

sense of right and wrong.
10 

 Children who live without their 

fathers are, on average, more likely to 

choose deviant peers, have trouble 

getting along with other children, be at higher risk for peer problems, and be more 

aggressive.
11 

 

Conclusion: Every child has a fundamental right to a married mother and father. As MARRI 

research available online shows, society will continue to remain in a crisis until fathers accept the 

responsibility of caring for and protecting their children.  
 

Percent of Fatherless Youth Who Exhibit Behavior 
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