
Pornography Objectifies Women 

 
Issue: Pornography objectifies women in a number of alarming ways, and its usage 
perpetuates a culture in which the degradation of women is acceptable.  
 

Men’s Degradation of Women 
 Men exposed to pornography are more likely to describe women in overtly sexual 

terms, rather than by personal attributes. 1 
 Men who view pornography regularly have a higher tolerance for abnormal sexual 

behavior, including rape, sexual aggression, and sexual promiscuity. 2 
 Married men who are involved in pornography feel less satisfied with their conjugal 

relations and less emotionally attached to their wives. 3 
 Wives of pornography viewers feel unattractive and sexually inadequate.  They 

frequently become so depressed they require clinical treatment. 4  
 Internet pornography use is 3.7 times greater among those who engage in sexual 

relations with a prostitute than among 
those who do not.5  

 
Women’s Self-Degradation  
 Women who view pornography develop a 

negative body image about themselves 
because they do not measure up to the 
depictions in the pornographic material. 6  

 More women (90 percent) see 
pornography as degrading of women than 
men do (65 percent).7 

 
Sexualization of Women 
 Men’s viewing pornography is significantly 

correlated with an increased likelihood of committing rape,8 performing acts of sexual 
aggression,9 and engaging in sexual harassment.10 

 Exposure to material high in sexual imagery is associated with greater acceptance by 
men and women of attitudes that sexually objectify women.11 

 After prolonged exposure to pornography, men especially, but also some women, 
trivialize rape as a criminal offense.12 

 

Conclusion: To viewers of pornography, a woman ceases to be a person and becomes a sex 
object. As indicated by MARRI research available online,13 pornography usage and 
dissemination infuse society with social norms that are offensive and dangerous to women.  
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