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Join us for this inspirational and patriotic event!
Did you know that America has seen darker days than we are facing now?  
Our nation was hanging by a thread 200 years ago.  In the War of 1812, the 
British invaded and burned the U.S. Capitol and the White House in August, 
1814.  Citizens hung their heads in shame and felt the sting of defeat.  But God 
intervened and a series of events occurred 
that saved America and led to the writing 
of the Star Spangled Banner. 

We hope you will join thousands 
of Christians across America for 
Star Spangled Sunday on the 200th 
Anniversary of the song that became 
our National Anthem.  Hosted by Family 
Research Council and Vision America, 
speakers will feature the providential 
story behind the Star Spangled Banner 
and challenge us to renew our spirit of 
patriotism: 

•  Tony Perkins, President, Family Research Council
•  Dr. Rick Scarborough, President, Vision America
•  Hon. Mike Huckabee, Host of Huckabee, former Governor, AR
•  Hon. Ted Cruz, U.S. Senator, TX
•  Steve Green, President, Hobby Lobby
•  Anthony Hahn, President and CEO, Conestoga Wood
•  Dr. Mark Harris, Pastor, First Baptist Charlotte
•  David and Jason Benham, Benham Brothers Companies
•  Penny Nance, CEO and President, Concerned Women for America
•  Bishop E.W. Jackson, Pastor, Exodus Faith Ministries and President of S.T.A.N.D.
•  Rev. Rafael Cruz, Director, Purifying Fire Ministries

We will honor the National Anthem, pray for a renewed sense of Patriotism, and 
reaffirm God’s Providence because our flag is still there!
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Francis Scott Key: The Reluctant Patriot
Francis Scott Key followed his father, a Revolutionary War 

Hero, into the law profession, becoming a U.S. District 
Attorney and arguing cases before the Supreme Court.  

Frank (as he was known by his family) and his wife 
Polly had 11 children: 6 boys and 5 girls.  He led his 
family in Bible study and prayer twice a day.  Key 
also served as a vestrymen of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Georgetown, where he taught a Bible 

class of young men for many years.  Well known as 
a committed follower of Christ, Key even considered 

becoming a Minister after the War of 1812.  

Even though Francis Scott Key was a strong Christian, he was 
a reluctant patriot at the beginning of the War of 1812.   He was a member of 
the opposition party to that of President 
Madison, and his faith led him to oppose 
“Mr. Madison’s War.”  In fact, Key was so 
upset about America’s failed attempt 
to invade Canada that he wrote a friend 
in 1813 that he would rather see the 
American flag lowered in disgrace 
than have it stand for persecution and 
dishonor.

And yet it in the Providence of God, 
Francis Scott Key was called upon to 
negotiate with the British for the release 
of Dr. William Beanes, who was a prisoner 
on a British ship bound for Baltimore.  
From his ship, Key and his companions 
witnessed the bombardment of Ft. 
McHenry.  The American victory inspired 
a rebirth of patriotism in his heart, leading him to write the poem that became 
the song that is now our National Anthem, written on September 14, 1814 – Two 
hundred years ago on Star Spangled Sunday, September 14, 2014.
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