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The National Day of Prayer is a vital part of America’s rich Judeo-

Christian heritage. From the first settlements in Jamestown and the 

Plymouth colony, to the first trans-colonial call to prayer by the 

Continental Congress in 1775, the corporate call to pray has continued 

throughout our history as a nation, beginning with President 

Washington’s proclamation of a Day of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer 

On October 3, 1789 and including President Lincoln's proclamation of a 

day of "humiliation, fasting, and prayer" during the dark days of Civil 

War on March 30, 1863.   

In fact, going back to 1789, there have been over 100 national calls to 

prayer, humiliation, fasting and thanksgiving by the various Presidents of 

the United States.  But 1952 marked the first time that a joint resolution 

was made by Congress and signed by President Truman, which declared 

an annual, National Day of Prayer. Then in 1988, that measure was 

amended and signed by President Reagan, permanently setting the day as 

the first Thursday of every May. Each year since, the president signs a 

proclamation, encouraging all Americans to pray on this day. Typically, 

all 50 state Governors plus the Governors of several U.S. territories sign 

similar proclamations recognizing the National Day of Prayer. 

During the last few decades, National Day of Prayer has become not just 

a day of prayer, but a catalyst for a growing, nationwide, year-round 

prayer movement. Such efforts show that we still have a spark of spiritual 

life today.  Desperate prayer preceded every great historic revival and 

awakening in America. God help us to humble ourselves, seek His face, 

pray and turn from our wicked ways.  Participate in the National Day of 

Prayer on Thursday, May 1, 2014.  

U.S. Code (Pub. L. 105-225, August 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 125) declares: “The President 

shall issue each year a proclamation designating the first Thursday in May as a National 

Day of Prayer on which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and 

meditation at churches, in groups, and as individuals.: The President shall issue each year 

a proclamation designating the first Thursday in May as a National Day of Prayer on 

which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and meditation at 

churches, in groups, and as individuals.”    
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