
 
May 30, 2013 
  
The Honorable John A. Boehner 
Speaker of the House 
H-232, The Capitol 
Washington DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Eric Cantor 
Majority Leader 
H-329, The Capitol 
Washington DC  20515 
 
Dear Speaker Boehner and Leader Cantor: 
  
We, the undersigned representing millions of Americans, strongly support enactment of 
protections for religious liberty and freedom of conscience.  We thank you for your 
efforts to protect these fundamental rights of all Americans. Given that the threat to 
religious freedom is already underway for businesses such as Hobby Lobby and others, 
and that this threat will be directed at religious non-profit organizations on August 1st, we 
strongly urge House leadership to take the steps necessary to include such protections in 
the debt limit bill or other must-pass legislation before that deadline.  
 
A vital First Amendment right is threatened by the HHS mandate. The mandate will force 
religious and other non-profit entities to violate their conscience in their health coverage, 
or face steep fines and other penalties for offering a noncompliant health plan.  The 
penalties for noncompliance could force employers to stop offering health coverage, 
negatively impacting them as well as those who work for them and their families. The 
mandate exempts churches, but not other religious entities such as charities, hospitals, 
schools, health care providers or individuals. Through this mandate the government is 
dictating which religious groups and individuals are, and are not, religious enough to 
have their fundamental freedoms respected. We believe this policy constitutes a gross 
breach of the Constitution’s religious freedom protections as well as the federal Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act. 
 
A large portion of the nation’s social services is provided by religious organizations 
which are not recognized as “religious enough” under the terms of the mandate. Either 
such charities will cease offering health coverage or shut down altogether rather than 
violate their moral principles, or they will be compelled to use scarce resources to pay 
punitive fines, thus diverting funds intended to serve the poor.  
 
Other acts of government discrimination against health care providers must also be 
addressed by strengthening existing conscience laws. Nurses, medical students, and other 
health care workers should not be threatened by the government, or entities receiving 
federal funds, when they have an objection to abortion or other morally controversial 
services.  



 
To this end, Members of Congress led by Rep. Diane Black, R.N., Rep. John Fleming, 
M.D., and Rep. Jeff Fortenberry have introduced the “Health Care Conscience Rights 
Act” (H.R. 940). Similar legislation was included in the House version of last year’s 
Labor, Health and Human Services Appropriations bill, to protect religious freedom in 
health care and health care coverage.  However, it was not included in the final 
continuing resolution that passed. We urge you to include H.R. 940 in upcoming must-
pass legislation, to restore respect for conscience in health care.  
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Tom McClusky, Sr.Vice President, 
Government Affairs 
Family Research Council  
 
Douglas Johnson, Legislative Director 
National Right to Life Committee 
 
Den Trumbull, MD, FCP, President 
American College of Pediatricians 
 
Jim Minnery, President 
Alaska Family Action 
 
Keith Wiebe, President 
American Association of Christian Schools 
 
Larry Cirignano, Virginia State Director 
 American Catholics for Religious Freedom 
 
Jordan Sekulow, Executive Director 
American Center for Law and Justice 
 
Judie Brown, President 
American Life League 
 
Gary Bauer, President  
American Values 
 
Charmaine Yoest, Ph.D., President and 
CEO 
Americans United for Life Action 
 
 
 

Jayd Henricks, Director, Office of 
Government Relations 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 
Alan E. Sears 
President, CEO & General Counsel 
Alliance Defending Freedom 
 
Alan Sawyer, M.D., President 
American Association of Pro-Life 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
 
Dr. Tom Cathey, Chief of Staff and 
Director for Legal/Legislative Issues 
Association of Christian Schools 
International 
 
Matt Smith, President 
Catholic Advocate 
 
John F. Brehany, Ph.D., S.T.L. 
Executive Director and Ethicist 
Catholic Medical Association 
 
Cathi Herrod, President 
Center for Arizona Policy 
 
Carroll Conley, Executive Director 
Christian Civic League of Maine 
 
Jim Backlin 
Christian Coalition of America 
 
 



David Stevens, MD, CEO 
Christian Medical Association 
 
Tom Minnery, Executive Director 
CitizenLink 
 
Phil Burress, President 
Citizens for Community Values Action 
 
Carolyn Monahan, M.D. 
Chair, Rights of Conscience Committee 
Collegium Aesculapium 
 
Penny Nance, President and CEO 
Concerned Women for America Legislative 
Action Committee 
 
Shari Rendall, Director of House 
Legislation & Public Policy 
Concerned Women for America 
 
Richard Viguerie, Chairman 
 ConservativeHQ.com 
  
Ashley Pratte, Executive Director 
Cornerstone Policy Research & 
Cornerstone Action 
 
Mike Manhart, PhD 
Executive Director 
Couple to Couple League 
 
Phyllis Schlafly, Founder and President 
Eagle Forum 
 
Ralph Reed, Chairman 
Faith & Freedom Coalition 
 
Gary A. Marx, Executive Director 
Faith & Freedom Coalition 
 
Family Heritage Alliance 
Dale Bartscher, Executive Director 
 
Peter Wolfgang, President 
Family Institute of Connecticut Action 

Joseph Backholm, Executive Director 
Family Policy Institute of Washington 
 
Michael O’Dea, Founder & Exec. Director 
Christus Medicus Foundation 
 
L. Brent Bozell III, President 
For America 
 
Rev. Samuel Rodriguez  
President 
NHCLC  
Hispanic Evangelical Association  
 
David E. Smith, Executive Director 
Illinois Family Institute 
 
Shepherd Smith, President 
Institute for Youth Development 
 
Seton Motley, President 
Less Government 
 
Colin Hanna, President 
Let Freedom Ring 
 
Mathew Staver, Chairman 
Liberty Counsel Action 
 
Gene Mills, President 
Louisiana Family Forum 
 
Kris Mineau, President 
Massachusetts Family Institute 
 
Brad Snavely, Executive Director 
Michigan Family Forum 
 
John Helmberger, CEO 
Minnesota Family Council  
 
Joe Ortwerth, Executive Director 
Missouri Family Policy Council 
 
Len Deo, Founder and President 
New Jersey Family Policy Council 



Won Kyu Rim, Executive Director 
New Jersey Family First 
 
Rev. Jason J. McGuire, Exec. Director 
New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms 
 
John L. Rustin, President 
North Carolina Family Policy Council 
 
William J. Murray, Chairman 
Religious Freedom Coalition 
 
Alex-St. James, Executive Special 
Assistant 
Republican National Policy Committee 
 
Dr. Richard Land, President 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission 
 
Kristan Hawkins, President 
Students for Life of America 
 
Marjorie Dannenfelser, President 
Susan B. Anthony List  
 
The Catholic Association 
 
Paige Comstock Cunningham, J.D. 
Executive Director 
The Center for Bioethics & Human Dignity 
 
Curt Levey, President 
The Committee for Justice  
 
Kent Ostrander, Executive Director 
The Family Foundation (KY) 
 
Chuck Hurley, President 
The FAMiLY LEADER Foundation 
 
Jeremy G. Dys, Esq. 
 President and General Counsel 
The Family Policy Council of West 
Virginia 
 

 
Dr. Marie T. Hilliard, MS, MA, PhD, RN 
Director of Bioethics and Public Policy 
The National Catholic Bioethics Center  
 
C. Preston Noell III, President 
Tradition, Family, Property, Inc. 
 
Andrea Lafferty, President 
Traditional Values Coalition 
 
Rev. Lou Sheldon, Founder and Chairman 
Traditional Values Coalition 
 
Helen M.Alvare, Professor of Law 
George Mason University School of Law 
Womenspeakforthemselves.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


