
Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Melissa Harkins    Anchorage, AK 
Sheila Boyd    Anchorage, AK 
April Beedle    Cordova, AK 
Mrs. Eda Jewett    Healy, AK 
Cathie Irwin    Kodiak, AK 
Mrs. Laura Horning    Wasilla, AK 
Mrs. Jacqueline Owens    Bessemer, AL 
Mrs. Wanda Norwood    Bessemer, AL 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Sanford    Birmingham, AL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Selig    Birmingham, AL 
Mr. James Sims    Birmingham, AL 
Charles Crisler    Florence, AL 
Mr. Paul B. Bray    Fort Payne, AL 
Mr. Patrick Cameron    Fultondale, AL 
Mr. Willam Worden    Fultondale, AL 
Anita Liverman    Huntsville, AL 
Jack Liverman    Huntsville, AL 
Pat Eason    Laceys Spring, AL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Harold Stanford    Lineville, AL 
Mr. Joseph B. Jones    Madison, AL 
Ms. Nancy Kruschwitz    Mobile, AL 
Mrs. Frances G. Howland    Montgomery, AL 
Laurie Helton    Owens Cross Roads, AL 
Mrs. Jason Helton    Owens Cross Roads, AL 
Mrs. Sondra Freeman    Oxford, AL 
Mrs. Barbara Gilmore    Pinson, AL 
Linda Pope    Prattville, AL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Dixie Putt    Cave Springs, AR 
Mr. Dennis Engel    Clinton, AR 
Mrs. Vicky Bods    Conway, AR 
Mr. Ernest King    Crossett, AR 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Nouguier    Fayetteville, AR 
Mr. Robert Grassi    Horseshoe Bend, AR 
Frances Green    Hoxie, AR 
Ms. Barbara Cobb    Little Rock, AR 
Mr. Jim Miller    Rogers, AR 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Sandra Thompson    Rogers, AR 
Mrs. Mary Ann Pickard    Springdale, AR 
Mary Blair    Alpine, AZ 
Anna Mccubbin    Casa Grande, AZ 
Sharon Hugaert    Chandler, AZ 
Margaret Moan    Flagstaff, AZ 
Mary de Mel    Gilbert, AZ 
Russel McCollom    Glendale, AZ 
Mrs. Sheryl Wenstrand    Green Valley, AZ 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Stephanie Riessbeck    Maricopa, AZ 
Mr. Jason Mecham    Mesa, AZ 
Mrs. Susan Lopez    Mesa, AZ 
Virginia Holmes    Mesa, AZ 
Mr. Robert Nolan    Oro Valley, AZ 
Mrs. Marj Rettig    Oro Valley, AZ 
Mrs. Nancy Cenac    Oro Valley, AZ 
Mr. Edward Mulkey    Pearce, AZ 
Mr. David Babler    Peoria, AZ 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Louise Mundell    Peoria, AZ 
Dan Flemming    Phoenix, AZ 
Mr. Cletus Flanigan    Phoenix, AZ 
Mr. Joe Benedetti    Phoenix, AZ 
Mr. Patrick Joseph    Phoenix, AZ 
Mr. Tom White    Phoenix, AZ 
Ms. Sally Vazquez    Phoenix, AZ 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Arnold    Prescott, AZ 
Arron Grottolo    Rio Rico, AZ 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Luis Howard    Sahuarita, AZ 
Mr. Robert Lasota    San Tan Valley, AZ 
Mrs. Marjorie Lowe    Sedona, AZ 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Douthitt    Tempe, AZ 
Bobbie Rench    Tucson, AZ 
Carol Newhouse    Tucson, AZ 
Elizabeth Pawson    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Vick    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. and Mrs. Scot Osborne    Tucson, AZ 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Edwards    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley J. Lasota    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. Curtis J Kaufman    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. Daniel Grant    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. Jacob Pawson    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. Roy Mc Neil    Tucson, AZ 
Mrs. Christina Goebel    Tucson, AZ 
Mrs. Debra Carpenter    Tucson, AZ 
Mrs. Lucille Yuen    Tucson, AZ 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Patricia Lasota    Tucson, AZ 
Mrs. Raquel Cook    Tucson, AZ 
Mrs. Shirley Cooney    Tucson, AZ 
Ms. Diane O'Connor    Tucson, AZ 
Ms. Josefina Lind    Tucson, AZ 
Richard Wiersma    Tucson, AZ 
Mr. Shawn Hardy    Young, AZ 
Karen Rowell    Aliso Viejo, CA 
Jean Vona    Anaheim, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Cynthia Arizcorreta-howard    Anaheim, CA 
Mr. Don Dunham    Anderson, CA 
J. Elaine Rooke    Bakersfield, CA 
Marilyn Radley    Bakersfield, CA 
Mr. Vernon A. Reimer    Bakersfield, CA 
Wendy Allen    Bakersfield, CA 
Ms. Melissa Delgado    Brea, CA 
Nujnya Bonnici    Burlingame, CA 
Mrs. Dawn Robinson    Carlsbad, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Peimin Tang    Carlsbad, CA 
Mr. Michael Cesena    Carson, CA 
Mr. David S. Peters Sr.    Cathedral City, CA 
Mrs. Jennie Ikeda    Cerritos, CA 
Mrs. Ruth I. Punt    Cerritos, CA 
Mr. Phil Hoff    Chico, CA 
Jesse Miranda    Chino, CA 
Keith Baker    Chino, CA 
Miss Megan Vandever    Chino, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Al Fraijo    Chino, CA 
Mr. Joseph Thorn    Chino, CA 
Mr. Robert Alcala    Chino, CA 
Mrs. Ana Gutierrez    Chino, CA 
Mrs. Karen Emmer    Chino, CA 
Mrs. Lisa Clark    Chino, CA 
Mrs. Lydia Gonsalves    Chino, CA 
Ms. Josephine Hostetler    Chino, CA 
Susan Hogan    Chino, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Bruce Frost    Chino Hills, CA 
Josh Lewis    Chino Hills, CA 
Lucas Scalzo    Chino Hills, CA 
Mr. Nick Chamani    Chino Hills, CA 
Mrs. and Mr. Marisa Lindstrom    Chino Hills, CA 
Mrs. Brenda K. Anderson    Chino Hills, CA 
Mrs. Erin Villalobos    Chino Hills, CA 
Mrs. Heidi Creasman    Chino Hills, CA 
Mrs. Mirna L. Segura    Chino Hills, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Allison Martinez    Clovis, CA 
Salem Samuelson    Coarsegold, CA 
Dan Reimer    Concord, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Penland    Corona, CA 
Mr. Robert LoDestro    Corona, CA 
Mrs. Carolyn Schenkel    Corona, CA 
Miss Donna Antuna    Covina, CA 
Ms. Sandra Gray    Covina, CA 
Ms. Shi-Lan Chen    Covina, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Barbara Tuttle    Dana Point, CA 
Mr. Adam Noritake    Diamond Bar, CA 
Mr. George Ezquerro    Diamond Bar, CA 
Mrs. Michelle R. Stark    Dixon, CA 
Michelle Thorn    Duarte, CA 
Mrs. Lisa Blanchard    El Cajon, CA 
Mr. Stephen Winstead    El Centro, CA 
Patricia Morse    Elk Grove, CA 
Mrs. Avis Van Vliet    Escalon, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Katie Den Brave    Escalon, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Laverty    Fountain Valley, CA 
Mrs. Catherine Norman    Fremont, CA 
Mr. Martin Martinez    Fresno, CA 
Mrs. Nancy Bacome    Fresno, CA 
Mrs. Susan Ruiz    Fresno, CA 
Mr. Steve Long    Fullerton, CA 
Mrs. Karen Gideon    Fullerton, CA 
Miss Cari Benigno    Glendora, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Scott Warren    Goleta, CA 
Mr. John Talbot    Granite Bay, CA 
Mrs. Bonnie Prudhomme    Grass Valley, CA 
Wayne Wilson    Greenwood, CA 
Ms. Cary Roach    Hanford, CA 
Mrs. Judy Bowles    Hesperia, CA 
Mrs. Rebecca Lewis    Hesperia, CA 
Mrs. Kathy Carlson    Highland, CA 
Michael Spagnoli    Huntington Beach, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Jeffery Garcia    Huntington Beach, CA 
Rose Garcia    Inglewood, CA 
Katherine Byerts    Irvine, CA 
Mr. Byron Gillen    Irvine, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Sisneros    Knightsen, CA 
Terry Waters    La Habra, CA 
Mr. Demetrius Tebet    La Mesa, CA 
Mrs. Rhonda Gohl    La Mirada, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Reynolds    La Verne, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Cheryl Perasso    La Verne, CA 
Ms. Carmen Salcido    La Verne, CA 
Mrs. Elizabeth Osborn    Laguna Hills, CA 
Mrs. Jill K. Schreiber    Laguna Hills, CA 
Doug Ellis    Laguna Niguel, CA 
Ms. Helen Gercich    Laguna Woods, CA 
Mrs. Betty L Macedo    Lemoore, CA 
Angela Sisneroz    Lincoln, CA 
Catherine Fletcher    Livermore, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Carl E. Serkland    Livermore, CA 
Miss Dorothy Sharp    Lomita, CA 
Michele Douglass    Long Beach, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Dixon S. Hinderaker    Long Beach, CA 
Mr. Anthony Varon    Long Beach, CA 
Mr. John Troy    Long Beach, CA 
Mr. Michael R. Barry    Long Beach, CA 
Susan Shade    Long Beach, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe E. Salazar    Los Angeles, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Diane Johnston    Los Angeles, CA 
Oscar Ramos    Los Angeles, CA 
Mrs. Alison Sims    Loyalton, CA 
Joann Smith    Manteca, CA 
Mrs. Evelyn DeGroot    Manteca, CA 
Odile Draa    Manteca, CA 
Mrs. Mary Tiner    Mariposa, CA 
Cynthia Kirk    Mi Wuk Village, CA 
Frances Sigona    Millbrae, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Cyndi Green    Mission Viejo, CA 
Mrs. Marcy Jackson    Mission Viejo, CA 
Mrs. Marian L. Ivey    Mission Viejo, CA 
Mary Krueger    Modesto, CA 
Mrs. Juliet Sorisho    Modesto, CA 
Mr. Richard Rodriguez    Montebello, CA 
Mr. Robert Beltran    Montebello, CA 
Mrs. Thelma A. Tong    Moorpark, CA 
Miss Sofia Darkes    Moreno Valley, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Krystal Darkes    Moreno Valley, CA 
Mr. Dennis Schraf    Murrieta, CA 
Mrs. Racheal Yard    Newhall, CA 
Jack Burns    Newport Beach, CA 
Mr. Robert Fleming    Newport Beach, CA 
Mr. Robert Mendez    Newport Beach, CA 
Mrs. Diane Rinehart    Nipomo, CA 
Mrs. Colleen Bunning    North Hollywood, CA 
Eileen Donovan    Oceanside, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Linda HIll    Ontario, CA 
Ms. Hazel Dunagan-Kusch-Thompson    Ontario, CA 
Peter Rodriguez    Ontario, CA 
Mrs. Eunice Pond    Orangevale, CA 
Mr. Henry Valdez    Oxnard, CA 
Joann Johnson    Palm Desert, CA 
Mrs. Judy Doyle    Palm Desert, CA 
Mr. Thomas Recine    Palo Alto, CA 
Mr. Ed Hanson    Palo Cedro, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Carol Phillips    Palo Cedro, CA 
Mr. Bill Landers    Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 
Mr. Fernando Gonzalez    Pasadena, CA 
Mr. Edward Bautista    Pico Rivera, CA 
Mrs. Trina Good    Pine Valley, CA 
Nellie LaBouef    Pinon Hills, CA 
Mr. Dan Burris    Pittsburg, CA 
Ollie Weaver    Placentia, CA 
Mr. Martin Yeung    Playa Del Rey, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Karen Sabo    Pleasanton, CA 
Mr. Jerry Wong    Pomona, CA 
Karen Brown    Rancho Cordova, CA 
John Roth    Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
Mr. Robert May    Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
Mrs. Kathleen Nunnally    Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
Mrs. Rebecca Collins    Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
Nancy Smith    Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
Terry Haahr    Rancho Santa Fe, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Dave Weir    Redding, CA 
Mrs. Edith Ad    Redding, CA 
Phyllis Zachow    Redding, CA 
Thomas Candelaria    Redlands, CA 
Mr. Jack Cummins    Redondo Beach, CA 
Mr. Paul Toledo    Redondo Beach, CA 
Ernest Williams    Reedley, CA 
Mrs. Linda Williams    Reedley, CA 
Mrs. Delores Wolterstorff    Ripon, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Lillie Adams    Riverside, CA 
Mr. Pat John    Riverside, CA 
Mrs. Barbara Bishop    Riverside, CA 
Owena E. Chu    Riverside, CA 
Mr. Charlie Corum    Rosemead, CA 
Mr. Timothy Steele    Roseville, CA 
Mr. Thomas Dwyer    Rowland Heights, CA 
David Zarka    Sacramento, CA 
Ms. Jennifer Dorio    Sacramento, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Folkens    San Bernardino, CA 
Agnes An    San Diego, CA 
Alex An    San Diego, CA 
Bailey Hsu An    San Diego, CA 
Daphne Chen    San Diego, CA 
Kat An    San Diego, CA 
Kris An    San Diego, CA 
Mr. Brian Lamb    San Diego, CA 
Mr. Christopher Johnson    San Diego, CA 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Robert Marr    San Diego, CA 
Ms. Celita Conde    San Diego, CA 
Ms. Kathryn R Cherif    San Diego, CA 
Paul Leccese    San Diego, CA 
Robert An    San Diego, CA 
Song An    San Diego, CA 
Mrs. Inez Northwood    San Dimas, CA 
Mr. Peter Soule    San Jose, CA 
Mrs. Lieu Ho    San Jose, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mary Campbell    San Juan Capistrano, CA 
Mrs. Marilynn Gushard    San Juan Capistrano, CA 
Sandra Ordway    San Marcos, CA 
Mrs. Susanna Allen    San Rafael, CA 
Anthony Laguna    Santa Ana, CA 
Mr. Maurice A. Enderle    Santa Ana, CA 
Mrs. Janice Bowers    Santa Ana, CA 
Mr. Jim McBride    Santa Barbara, CA 
Mrs. Teresa Poindexter    Santa Clarita, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Glover L Nickerson    Santa Rosa, CA 
Leonie Barnes    Santa Rosa, CA 
Mr. John Paradise    Santee, CA 
Rod Perez    Saratoga, CA 
Mrs. Mary V. Prout    Sierra Madre, CA 
Mr. Frank Ceja, Ret.    Sun City, CA 
Mr. Socks Henderson    Temecula, CA 
Mrs. Carol Harkins    Trabuco Canyon, CA 
Mr. Rudy V. Santos Jr.    Tracy, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Loren Foster    Turlock, CA 
Eileen Ormston    Upland, CA 
Mr. Jeff Rowland    Upland, CA 
Mrs. Emily Stephenson    Upland, CA 
Mrs. Kim Bensfield    Upland, CA 
Mrs. Robin Knapp    Upland, CA 
Wendy Sheets    Upland, CA 
Mr. Brad M Maty    Vacaville, CA 
Mr. David Mudge    Vacaville, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Paul Liashenko    Vacaville, CA 
Tamara Mitchin    Valencia, CA 
Gaston Lesante    Valley Center, CA 
Mr. Steve Fisher    Van Nuys, CA 
Mr. W. Dow Jones    Ventura, CA 
Genie Cash    Victorville, CA 
Diana de Sevren Jacquet    Walnut, CA 
Georgette Labriola    Walnut, CA 
Shirley Chang    Walnut, CA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Sarah Guevara    West Covina, CA 
Mr. Ed West    Westminster, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Yancy    Whittier, CA 
Mr. Armen Keuilian    Whittier, CA 
Nancy Wilson    Whittier, CA 
Mr. Reynaldo Garcia    Wilmington, CA 
Angela Meza    Yorba Linda, CA 
Mr. Dan Bowden    Yorba Linda, CA 
Mrs. Sharon Ayre    Arvada, CO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Don Jackson    Aurora, CO 
Ms. Hilary Lancaster    Aurora, CO 
Ms. Susi Perry    Aurora, CO 
Norman Wolfe    Aurora, CO 
Sue Penland    Aurora, CO 
Sue Penland    Aurora, CO 
Christine Joseph    Brighton, CO 
Mr. Jason Walker    Brighton, CO 
Mr. Christopher Dalton    Canon City, CO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Carol Speirs    Colorado Springs, CO 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. Weil    Colorado Springs, CO 
Mr. and Mrs. Verdaine L. Holsteen    Colorado Springs, CO 
Mrs. Erin Anderson    Colorado Springs, CO 
Mrs. Susan Turner    Colorado Springs, CO 
Ms. RoseMary Arendt    Colorado Springs, CO 
Steve Turrentine    Colorado Springs, CO 
Bob Orlando    Denver, CO 
Mr. David Cho    Denver, CO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Thomas Glenn    Denver, CO 
Mrs. T.D. Shapiro    Englewood, CO 
Susan Rairdon    Indian Hills, CO 
Mr. Ken Albertson    Lafayette, CO 
Barbara Paul    Larkspur, CO 
Annette Wolfer    Littleton, CO 
Gayle Ruder    Littleton, CO 
Peggy Ray    Lone Tree, CO 
Don Oakes    Loveland, CO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Dennis Gilbert    Pine, CO 
Mrs. Julie Scott    Westminster, CO 
Mr. Paul Piescik    Bristol, CT 
Reuben Parlier    Cheshire, CT 
Mrs. Louise Schneider    Groton, CT 
Mrs. Joan Summa    Guilford, CT 
Patricia Pierce    Mystic, CT 
Miss Mary Ann Zavorskas    North Haven, CT 
Mr. Rene Marshall    Millsboro, DE 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Diane Marshall    Millsboro, DE 
Mrs. Diane Marshall    Millsboro, DE 
Mrs. Marjorie Kelly    Seaford, DE 
Mrs. Frances M Tenney    Wilmington, DE 
Mrs. Judith South    Alva, FL 
Mrs. Mary Ruthven    Atlantic Beach, FL 
Shirley J. Joy-Martin    Boca Raton, FL 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bastianelli    Bradenton, FL 
Mr. Paul H Herzing    Bradenton, FL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Craine    Brooksville, FL 
Mr. Eric Heugel    Deerfield Beach, FL 
Mrs. Karen Samons    Defuniak Springs, FL 
Denise Scarpuzzi    Fort Myers, FL 
Mr. Martin Towne    Fort Myers, FL 
Neville Robeson    Fort Myers, FL 
Mr. Wilbur DeJarnatt    Grandin, FL 
Holly Solsona    Green Cove Springs, FL 
Mrs. Doris Boll    Inverness, FL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Annette Bidleman    Jacksonville, FL 
James Joyce    Jupiter, FL 
Mrs. Laura L. Koppelmann    Kissimmee, FL 
Miss Elizabeth Becker    Lakeland, FL 
Mr. Steve Holland    Lakeland, FL 
Mr. Walter Mielke    Lakeland, FL 
Adam Thorson    Largo, FL 
Allison Thorson    Largo, FL 
Mr. Gary Moorhead    Melbourne, FL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ronald Cassedy    Melbourne, FL 
Mr. Sebastian Perin    Merritt Island, FL 
Mr. and Mrs. David Benjamin    Miami, FL 
Mr. Jose Espinal    Miami, FL 
Mr. Harold Hanks    Mount Dora, FL 
Connie Piper    Mulberry, FL 
Mrs. June Seibeert    New Smyrna Beach, FL 
Miss Sarah Reid    Newberry, FL 
Vincent Bowers    Ocala, FL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Edward Arnold    Orlando, FL 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Lanzi    Orlando, FL 
Mr. Jose Pujals    Orlando, FL 
Mrs. Lynn L. Davenport    Orlando, FL 
Sami McGarr    Orlando, FL 
Mrs. Samara Loschiavo    Oviedo, FL 
Mr. Joe Krakowski    Palmetto, FL 
Lisa Overdorp    Pensacola, FL 
Mr. and Mrs. john B. Findlay    Pensacola, FL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. David Ott    Plant City, FL 
Terri Parke    Plant City, FL 
Dulce Diaz    Pompano Beach, FL 
Mrs. Winifred Walsh    Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
Maredy Hanford    Port Orange, FL 
Mrs. Carol Dantonello    Port Orange, FL 
Mrs. Theresa Willoughby    Port Saint Lucie, FL 
Daniel Conlin    Saint Augustine, FL 
Mrs. Karen Cummings    Saint Petersburg, FL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Martha Lucia    Santa Rosa Beach, FL 
Mrs. Betty Haughton    Shalimar, FL 
Mrs. Rhonda Beck    Starke, FL 
Mr. Robbin Kuder    Tallahassee, FL 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Eggers    Tampa, FL 
Mr. Kevin Williams    Tampa, FL 
Mrs. Tina Williamson    Tampa, FL 
Mr. Peter Nicholas    The Villages, FL 
Mrs. Patricia Northrop    The Villages, FL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Wanda E. Clark    Titusville, FL 
Lois Ventimiglia    Vero Beach, FL 
L.W. Richardson    Winter Garden, FL 
Mr. Juan E. Cruz Sr.    Winter Springs, FL 
Mrs. Rebecca Randolph    Winter Springs, FL 
Mr. David Vandagriff    Acworth, GA 
Ms. Mary Ann Reid    Alpharetta, GA 
Angela Mitchell    Atlanta, GA 
Ann Hall    Atlanta, GA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. David Hall    Atlanta, GA 
Mr. Walt Mortlock    Atlanta, GA 
Mrs. Jennifer Sterett    Augusta, GA 
Mrs. Leora Yoak    Bethlehem, GA 
Claude Sanderlin    Blue Ridge, GA 
Mrs. Carol Byrd    Chickamauga, GA 
Mr. Shane Queen    Clayton, GA 
Mr. Billy Neal    Comer, GA 
Mr. Brad Dominy Sr.    Conyers, GA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

DeAnne Torres    Covington, GA 
Mr. Dennis Gordon    Dallas, GA 
Mr. Eric Eckert    Dallas, GA 
Nancy Armour    Elberton, GA 
Theresa Clarke    Ellijay, GA 
Mr. David Roberts    Evans, GA 
Frances Jones    Fayetteville, GA 
Mrs. Ann Marie Alberstadt    Fayetteville, GA 
Danielle Lynn    Flowery Branch, GA 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. James Warren    Fortson, GA 
Edna Gruber    Gainesville, GA 
Camille Berry    Griffin, GA 
Mrs. Darla Cooper    Hiram, GA 
Mr. Clarnce Baxter    Hoboken, GA 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Costyn    Hull, GA 
Mr. Marshall Prater    Jackson, GA 
Lisa Chapek    Lawrenceville, GA 
Tracy Roberts    Lawrenceville, GA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Kathy Thurman    Leesburg, GA 
Sheila Humphries    Leesburg, GA 
David Thaxton    Lexington, GA 
Mrs. Patty Palmquist    Lilburn, GA 
Mrs. Teresa Pierce    Lilburn, GA 
Ann Brannan    Lizella, GA 
Mrs. Mary Hayes    Loganville, GA 
Julie Armaganian    Monroe, GA 
Mrs. Mary McCoy    Norcross, GA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Lisa B. Smith    Richmond Hill, GA 
Ms. Martha Cole    Rossville, GA 
Ben Tanner    Sandersville, GA 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Troncalli    Stone Mountain, GA 
Mr. Dward Greenbird    Stone Mountain, GA 
Mr. Mike Landaiche    Tyrone, GA 
Levon Baxley    Waycross, GA 
Mr. Will Cooper    Woodstock, GA 
Sister Heather Vantress    Woodstock, GA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Wes Hooper    Young Harris, GA 
Mr. Cary Nederhouser    Kailua, HI 
Mrs. Rebecca Kikugawa    Mililani, HI 
Catherine Riley    Pearl City, HI 
Randall Nunes    Pearl City, HI 
Mrs. Maureen Young    Waianae, HI 
Mr. Gary Nicholson    Altoona, IA 
Mrs. Linda Beimers    Archer, IA 
Mrs. Ilene Gardner    Boone, IA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Tamara Bailey    Burlington, IA 
Thomas Van Veldhuizen    Cedar Falls, IA 
Dana Sharer    Clinton, IA 
Ms. Lee Ann Walker    Council Bluffs, IA 
Mr. Wayne Makeeff    Des Moines, IA 
Mrs. Terri Gonnerman    Des Moines, IA 
Mrs. Suzanne and Mr. Mark Lansing    Dubuque, IA 
Mr. Marvin Creech    Eldon, IA 
Bill Hansen    Estherville, IA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Shawn Oden    Exline, IA 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd R. Jump Sr.    Garner, IA 
Mrs. Sandy Salmon    Janesville, IA 
Mr. Gary Freeland    Panora, IA 
Mrs. Georgia Vincent    Perry, IA 
Mr. Vern Brown    Sergeant Bluff, IA 
Marilyn Wingert    Spirit Lake, IA 
Mrs. Gertrude Hibma    Spirit Lake, IA 
Mrs. Margo Wyman    Garden City, ID 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Deborah Davidson    Meridian, ID 
Miss Vonnie McDaniel    Nampa, ID 
Mrs. Michele Messmer    Nampa, ID 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hahner    Post Falls, ID 
Mr. Tom Meyer    Post Falls, ID 
Mrs. Georgia Tate    Rupert, ID 
Ms. Mary Stuhr    Addison, IL 
James Canning    Aurora, IL 
Barbara Nehr    Chicago, IL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Stephen Spence    Decatur, IL 
Mrs. Diane Dailey    Downers Grove, IL 
Ray Tatum    East Peoria, IL 
Nancy Cramblit    Elmhurst, IL 
Mr. Willie Smith    Forest Park, IL 
Mrs. Virginia Berry    Fort Sheridan, IL 
Mr. John Harden    Hanna City, IL 
Mr. Douglas Fetterman    Hanover Park, IL 
Mr. Michael Walsh    Harvard, IL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Sherri Gustine    Kankakee, IL 
Mrs. Linda L. Thompson    Lake Villa, IL 
Mrs. Michelle Schick    Lincoln, IL 
Ms. Patricia Snyder    Lincoln, IL 
Ms. Janet Skendzel    Mchenry, IL 
Warren Butuyan    Melrose Park, IL 
Mrs. Milag Mezz    Midlothian, IL 
Paul Nottingham    Morris, IL 
Ann Elliott    Naperville, IL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Boggie Klosowiak    Northbrook, IL 
Ms. Katharina Fischer    Palatine, IL 
Mr. William Brandenburg    Poplar Grove, IL 
Mr. Brandon Moore    Princeville, IL 
Mr. Thomas Emery    Prospect Heights, IL 
Donnie Plemons    Rock Island, IL 
Mrs. Patrice S. Vecchio    Rockford, IL 
Mr. Steve Scherrer    Roscoe, IL 
Lynne Kalley    Saint Charles, IL 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Sara Nimrick    Stronghurst, IL 
Miss Marilyn L. Fischer    Waterloo, IL 
Mrs. Juliann Jensen    Woodridge, IL 
Myrna Fox    Alexandria, IN 
Martha Mast    Auburn, IN 
Thomas Mast    Auburn, IN 
Connie Davis    Bedford, IN 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene G. Gerber    Bluffton, IN 
Ms. Diana Stromley    Brazil, IN 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Bob Kluger    Brookville, IN 
Mrs. Suzanne Poe    Butler, IN 
Mr. Ronald Kelly    Carmel, IN 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hansen    Coatesville, IN 
Rochelle Engle    Columbia City, IN 
Ms. Patricia Rodgers    Culver, IN 
Mr. Gary Ayers    Danville, IN 
Ms. Lois Sheley    Demotte, IN 
Ms. Nan Bohannon    Elkhart, IN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Ted May    Evansville, IN 
Linda Trusty    Fillmore, IN 
Mr. Charles A. Bailey    Fort Wayne, IN 
Mr. Gary M. Martin    Fort Wayne, IN 
Mr. James Nott    Fort Wayne, IN 
Mr. Michael Hendricks    Fort Wayne, IN 
Mrs. Bobbie Hughes    Fort Wayne, IN 
Roberta Lockwood    Fort Wayne, IN 
Vic Sunday    Fort Wayne, IN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

William Hughes    Fort Wayne, IN 
Mrs. Doris Cox    Fountain City, IN 
Melissa Suttles    Franklin, IN 
Mr. Doug Hayes    Goshen, IN 
Mr. Larry Schumacher    Goshen, IN 
David Lang    Indianapolis, IN 
Mr. Brian Kennedy    Indianapolis, IN 
Mrs. Kristen Otis    Indianapolis, IN 
Terry Crawford    Indianapolis, IN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Jeannette Emerick    Kendallville, IN 
Ms. Joyce Whan    Kendallville, IN 
Mrs. Joyce Walker    Kokomo, IN 
Nancy Fahringer    Lawrenceburg, IN 
Mrs. Maryetta Close    Lebanon, IN 
Ms. Sharon Powell    Lebanon, IN 
Joy Frecker    Marion, IN 
Mrs. Mary Dodds    Middlebury, IN 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Witmer    Mishawaka, IN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Debbie Erickson    Mishawaka, IN 
Thomas Englert    Monticello, IN 
Randall Schoon    Munster, IN 
Haley Brandenburg    North Manchester, IN 
Mr. Jeff Werner    North Manchester, IN 
Mrs. Joyce Sloop    North Manchester, IN 
Lana Farling    Pendleton, IN 
Mrs. Sandi Lung    Pierceton, IN 
Carol Weber    Plainfield, IN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Carol Johnson    Saint John, IN 
Mr. David Voyles    Salem, IN 
Elaine Balke    Silver Lake, IN 
Caitlin Littlejohn    Valparaiso, IN 
David Littlejohn Sr.    Valparaiso, IN 
Mr. Steve Henderson    Wabash, IN 
Owen Cornelius    Warsaw, IN 
Monika Humphrey    Williamsport, IN 
Mrs. Ann Brooks    Basehor, KS 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Mike McEuen    Concordia, KS 
Ms. Lara Buser    Gardner, KS 
Tom Albers    Hays, KS 
Ms. Karen CAlkins    Mulvane, KS 
Mrs. Christine Joy Zorn    Prairie Village, KS 
Amanda Dearing    Salina, KS 
Russ Tuttle    Shawnee, KS 
Mrs. Sherry L. Leonard    Sublette, KS 
Mr. and Mrs. Haskell L. Cooley    Wichita, KS 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Alice Kay Coon    Wichita, KS 
Mrs. Sonya S. O'Brien    Ashland, KY 
Mrs. Susan Dooley    Ashland, KY 
Mr. Bob Langlois    Elk Horn, KY 
Jason Anderson    Falmouth, KY 
Mr. Jean Calk    Florence, KY 
Ms. Cathleen Johnson    Hopkinsville, KY 
Mr. James Lewis    Hyden, KY 
Elizabeth Duff    Lexington, KY 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Cecil Wright    Lexington, KY 
Steve McMahan    Louisville, KY 
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Hall    Maysville, KY 
Mrs. Cindy Wedding    Philpot, KY 
Beth Bates    Shelbyville, KY 
Wangola Forth    Symsonia, KY 
Mr. Milton Jelley    Versailles, KY 
Mrs. Carol Braly    Alexandria, LA 
Howard Efferson    Baton Rouge, LA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Gene Moorer    Baton Rouge, LA 
Mrs. Janice Durnin    Baton Rouge, LA 
Ms. Becky Bell    Benton, LA 
Mrs. Rita LeDoux    Broussard, LA 
Mr. Mark Lance    Chalmette, LA 
Mrs. Marjory Nordrum    Chalmette, LA 
Mr. David Lockett    Chatham, LA 
Mrs. Mary Theard    Covington, LA 
Rose Trahan    Crowley, LA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Shirley Dunnam    Denham Springs, LA 
Mrs. Betty King    Greenwell Springs, LA 
Mr. Paul Waren    Greenwood, LA 
Karen Ellis    Hammond, LA 
Miss Ellen Bailey    Hammond, LA 
Peggy Bailey    Hammond, LA 
Carol Holdsworth    Haughton, LA 
Melissa Manuel    Kinder, LA 
Mrs. Helen Hughes    Lafayette, LA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Brenda Chase    Loranger, LA 
Mr. Chris Rousselle    Metairie, LA 
Mrs. Diane Gregoire    Metairie, LA 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Jones    Monroe, LA 
Mrs. Diana Lovell    New Orleans, LA 
Eleanore Ross    Pearl River, LA 
Mrs. Niki Ledger    Saint Amant, LA 
Johnette LeBlanc    Shreveport, LA 
Mrs. Eugenia Zanone    Shreveport, LA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Lydia Nelson    Slidell, LA 
Dale Harris    Sterlington, LA 
Helen Simon    Sulphur, LA 
Pearlie Caudo    Sulphur, LA 
Ms. Jane Griffin    Thibodaux, LA 
Mrs. Rachel Moreno    Brockton, MA 
Mrs. Kathleen W. Weld    Dover, MA 
Robert Plourde    Fall River, MA 
Mr. Gary Wood    Hardwick, MA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Dale Gunn    Hudson, MA 
Kathleen Riordan    Milton, MA 
David Williams    North Eastham, MA 
Jacqueline Almeida    Swansea, MA 
Darlene Lewinski    Ware, MA 
Robert Lee Warner    Wenham, MA 
Ms. Janice Wilder    Winchendon, MA 
Nancy Polcari    Winchester, MA 
Mrs. Joyce Kauders    Aberdeen, MD 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Ellen F. Andon    Bel Air, MD 
Mrs. Amy Mancuso    Chesapeake Beach, MD 
Mr. Edward Bayles    Columbia, MD 
Kenneth Fowler    Frederick, MD 
Mrs. Kay Dallavalle    Frederick, MD 
Duane Beverly    Glen Burnie, MD 
Wanda Hartman    Glen Burnie, MD 
Mrs. Beth Klaben    Havre De Grace, MD 
Mrs. Debora W. Haire    Havre De Grace, MD 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Cheryl Scholl    Indian Head, MD 
Sandra Moody    Manchester, MD 
Chuck Leuthold    Middletown, MD 
Jennifer Swiatek    Odenton, MD 
Mrs. Rosario Uy    Potomac, MD 
Mr. Mark Doyle    Preston, MD 
Miss Rose Pak    Severn, MD 
Mrs. Karen Beach    Severn, MD 
Mrs. Colette Tellmann    Severna Park, MD 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ethel Malone    Silver Spring, MD 
Father Thomas Morrow    Silver Spring, MD 
Mrs. Faye Maxine Fitchett    Sparks Glencoe, MD 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. Russell, USN Ret.    Augusta, ME 
Ed Boon    Bridgton, ME 
Mr. Peter J. Daniels    Buxton, ME 
Billie Lear    Hancock, ME 
Deke Sawyer    Jackman, ME 
Brenda Maxfield    Norway, ME 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Claire Black    Plymouth, ME 
Darrell Mitchell    Waterville, ME 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Austin Jr.    Allendale, MI 
Mr. Zach Rasmusson    Allendale, MI 
Mrs. Harriet Austin    Allendale, MI 
Mrs. Nila Oxender    Ann Arbor, MI 
Gwenn Chesbro    Belleville, MI 
Mrs. Cathy L. Bodell    Benzonia, MI 
Mr. David Mitchell    Buchanan, MI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Krista Moraw    Canton, MI 
Diana Mattlin    Caro, MI 
Mrs. Marioin McNabb    Clarkston, MI 
Ray David    Dearborn Heights, MI 
Mrs. Janice Lovejoy    Eaton Rapids, MI 
Mrs. Edith Lovell    Farmington, MI 
Maggie Maguire    Fraser, MI 
William Cox    Gladstone, MI 
Mr. Richard Radde    Grand Haven, MI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Miss Angela Wooden    Grand Rapids, MI 
Mrs. Marcia Cooper    Grand Rapids, MI 
Ms. Ann Gootjes    Grand Rapids, MI 
Mrs. Sandra Larsen    Greenville, MI 
Mrs. Beverly Geurink    Holland, MI 
Mrs. Deborah A. Vandyk    Hudsonville, MI 
Mrs. Kathleen Dever    Jackson, MI 
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Cremer    Jenison, MI 
Ms. Julie Moffitt    Kalamazoo, MI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Robert Truax    Lansing, MI 
Donna Sculthorpe    Livonia, MI 
Roger Meiners    Milford, MI 
Margaret Wood    Muskegon, MI 
Mr. John Fuhrman    Northville, MI 
Pam J. Thompson    Northville, MI 
Miss Della Cullins    Novi, MI 
Mrs. Carrie Cory    Pentwater, MI 
Miss Carol Gayles    Pontiac, MI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Dale Bennett    Portage, MI 
Mrs. Ellen Neal    Portage, MI 
Paula Glenn    Portage, MI 
Mrs. Joan Beach    Rockford, MI 
Mr. Max Effort    Saint Clair Shores, MI 
Mr. Bruce De Schaaf    Saint Joseph, MI 
Maureen Galloway    South Lyon, MI 
William Filber    Spring Lake, MI 
Mrs. Judy Borisen    Sterling Heights, MI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Cheryl Mince    Swartz Creek, MI 
Raymond Aguilar    Taylor, MI 
Mrs. Marcella Rhodes    Washington, MI 
Marioin Miles    Waterford, MI 
Mark Shaw    West Bloomfield, MI 
Ms. Penny F. Charlesworth    Westland, MI 
Mrs. Judy Bloss    Ypsilanti, MI 
Mrs. Kathy Leach    Ypsilanti, MI 
Mr. Philip Tepley    Bemidji, MN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Robert Vojta    Big Lake, MN 
Vella Vojta    Big Lake, MN 
Mrs. Dennis Carlson    Brainerd, MN 
Mrs. Jean Young    Crosslake, MN 
Mrs. Dawn M. Sjolund    Excelsior, MN 
Mrs. Rosalie Larson    Fosston, MN 
Shane McLoughlin    Glyndon, MN 
Valerie Hanson    Glyndon, MN 
Mrs. Mary Lou Ellison    Granada, MN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Paula Abbott    Hackensack, MN 
Mr. James Brunsgaard    Hastings, MN 
Mr. Robert Puls    Hutchinson, MN 
Mrs. Janice A. Hoeschler    La Crescent, MN 
Mr. Kurt Kulschar    Lakeville, MN 
Mrs. Brenda Dolejs    Lakeville, MN 
Ms. Natalie Hodapp    Mankato, MN 
Mrs. Loretta Schut    Maple Lake, MN 
Mrs. Lori McNamara    Maple Plain, MN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Jack Weiland    Minneapolis, MN 
Mr. James D. Hansen    Minneapolis, MN 
Mr. Jim Swanson    Minneapolis, MN 
Mrs. Carol Rusinko    Minneapolis, MN 
Mrs. LaDawn Severin    Minneapolis, MN 
Mrs. Stacie Straus    Minneapolis, MN 
Mrs. Mary Kay Mahowald    Prior Lake, MN 
Larry Orth    Rochester, MN 
Jennifer Zeitler    Royalton, MN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Don Sankey    Saint Cloud, MN 
Jan Mcdermott    Saint Paul, MN 
Mr. Blake Nelson    Saint Paul, MN 
Mr. James Bodin    Saint Paul, MN 
Mr. Roger Bye    Saint Paul, MN 
Mrs. Katherine H. Blees    Saint Paul, MN 
Ms. Zan Austian    Saint Paul, MN 
Mr. Allen Burnham    Truman, MN 
Mrs. Mary Jo Bahls    Verndale, MN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Nancy K. Jackson    Ashland, MO 
Mr. Robert Kerr    Ballwin, MO 
Patsy Jennings    Ballwin, MO 
Miss MP Medina    Blue Springs, MO 
Jan Farrar    Cape Girardeau, MO 
Mrs. Norma Eloise Terry    Cape Girardeau, MO 
Janet Nill    Chesterfield, MO 
Mrs. Vickie Treadway    Chesterfield, MO 
Mrs. Susan Taylor    Columbia, MO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Cathy Rudolph    Ellisville, MO 
Keith Long    Florissant, MO 
Mrs. Anne Rizzo    Grandview, MO 
Mrs. Gloria Dooley    Grandview, MO 
Bonnie Werner    Harrisonville, MO 
Mr. David Kliethermes    High Ridge, MO 
Mrs. Maureen Lauer    High Ridge, MO 
Daniel Shepard    Hollister, MO 
Kenneth Ellis    Independence, MO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Richard E. Hoff Sr.    Independence, MO 
Barbara Barbre    Jamestown, MO 
Mr. David E Hlavacek    Jefferson City, MO 
Mr. Darin Youngberg    Joplin, MO 
Mrs. Gwen Wadell    Joplin, MO 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey J. Gilbert    Kansas City, MO 
Mrs. Dolores Cole    Kansas City, MO 
Mrs. Jackie Subra    Kansas City, MO 
Mrs. Theresa Prather    Kansas City, MO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Judy Brooks    Kansas City, MO 
Luetta Barton    Lancaster, MO 
Mr. and Mrs. Berkley L. Barton    Lancaster, MO 
Mrs. Shena Ledford    Liberty, MO 
Miss Ellen Reis    Marthasville, MO 
Mrs. Mary Michaelis    Mercer, MO 
Mrs. G. Herron    New Melle, MO 
Ms. Amy Harke-Moore    Old Monroe, MO 
Mrs. Janice Langford    Pierce City, MO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Chad Hart    Robertsville, MO 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Freudenthal    Saint Joseph, MO 
Chris Sellmeyer    Saint Louis, MO 
Melody Yount    Saint Louis, MO 
Mr. David A Wissler    Saint Louis, MO 
Mr. Robert Trebus    Saint Louis, MO 
Mr. Steven V Trebus    Saint Louis, MO 
Mr. William Fulhorst    Saint Louis, MO 
Ms. Deadyrea Martin    Saint Louis, MO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Keith Kleeschulte    Saint Peters, MO 
Mr. and Mrs. Sid Van Gelder    Springfield, MO 
Mrs. Bonita S. Brown    Springfield, MO 
Ms. Karen Knowles    Springfield, MO 
Samuel Balius    Springfield, MO 
Steve Mowery    Springfield, MO 
Mrs. Sharon McCrary    Stanberry, MO 
Miss Laura Sanders    Warrenton, MO 
Mr. Robert Jacobs    Willard, MO 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Gansman Jr.    Byhalia, MS 
Mrs. Vicki Montgomery    Columbus, MS 
Barbara Woods    Grenada, MS 
Mrs. Kathy Simpson    Gulfport, MS 
Ms. Beverly Grice    Hattiesburg, MS 
Ms. Sandra Anderson    Hattiesburg, MS 
Mark Graham    Jackson, MS 
Mary Jane Finney    Jackson, MS 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Fullilove    Long Beach, MS 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Warren McGaughey    Natchez, MS 
Mr. David Chauvin    Ocean Springs, MS 
David Hertel    Pearl, MS 
Mr. Paul Jabour    Union Church, MS 
Mr. Malcolm Allred    Vicksburg, MS 
Mrs. Charlotte Qualley    Brockton, MT 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Roueche    Butte, MT 
Jessi K. Miller    Florence, MT 
Mrs. Stephanie Christensen    Missoula, MT 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Randy Nordhagen    Westby, MT 
Mrs. Joyce Sorrell    Angier, NC 
Mr. Mark B. Howie    Asheville, NC 
Mrs. Gale Ebron    Beaufort, NC 
Mr. James Cantrell    Boone, NC 
Mrs. Marlene Brooks    Burlington, NC 
Mr. Stephen Crissey    Castle Hayne, NC 
David Diehl    Charlotte, NC 
Miss Juanele Trusty    Charlotte, NC 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Frances Miller    Charlotte, NC 
Mrs. Jo VanCamp    Charlotte, NC 
Mrs. Shawna Kelly    Fletcher, NC 
Kim Price    Forest City, NC 
McRay Simmons    Fuquay Varina, NC 
Ms. Angela Bevan    Garner, NC 
Robert Brinson    Garner, NC 
Larry Vick    Greenville, NC 
Mr. Galen Dodson    Greenville, NC 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Judy Dodson    Greenville, NC 
Ms. Deanna May    Greenville, NC 
Mr. Jonathan Coonrod    Harrisburg, NC 
Mrs. Brenda Vellia    Hertford, NC 
Mr. Steve Rash    Hickory, NC 
Mrs. Cathryn M. Butzow    Holly Springs, NC 
William Conger    Hubert, NC 
Mr. David Zelinski    Jacksonville, NC 
Mr. Micah Roush    Jacksonville, NC 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Norm Dudley    Kernersville, NC 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Gray    Kings Mountain, NC 
Mrs. Rebecca Antill    Laurinburg, NC 
Miss Jessica Smith    Lexington, NC 
Mr. Alan Hoyle    Lincolnton, NC 
Mrs. Amy Peetz    Mooresville, NC 
Mr. Dennis Colbert    New Bern, NC 
Melissa Vaughn    Oxford, NC 
Mr. and Mrs. David Jones    Pinnacle, NC 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Karen B. Bell    Pisgah Forest, NC 
Mr. and Mrs. Jere Royall    Raleigh, NC 
Tim Bernard    Raleigh, NC 
Mrs. Nancy Kennedy    Shelby, NC 
Mr. Bruce Parmly    Sneads Ferry, NC 
Ms. Susan Robbins    Wendell, NC 
Mrs. Valerie Dillard    Whittier, NC 
Eddie Dew    Wilkesboro, NC 
Mr. Gregory Faw    Wilkesboro, NC 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Ruth Cole    Willow Spring, NC 
Mrs. Janet Chapman    Wilmington, NC 
Jimmy Lancaster    Yadkinville, NC 
Vicky Short    Belcourt, ND 
Mrs. Patricia Stanton    Dickinson, ND 
Miss Jackie Mitzel    Fargo, ND 
Mr. Gordon Kroeker    Minot, ND 
Mrs. Joyce Newgard    West Fargo, ND 
Victoria Roberts    West Fargo, ND 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Marty Tomrdle    Bellevue, NE 
Fran Cupples    Fullerton, NE 
Mr. Roy Cupples    Fullerton, NE 
Mrs. Claudette Stappert    Hartington, NE 
Stephen Willis    Kearney, NE 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Holling    La Vista, NE 
Mrs. Carrie Stratman    Lincoln, NE 
Mrs. Kathleen Neugebauer    Lincoln, NE 
Mrs. Rhonda Juve    Lincoln, NE 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Rose Marie Nannen    Lincoln, NE 
Father Lothar Gilde    Mc Cook, NE 
Janie Painter    North Platte, NE 
Mr. George Robison    Ogallala, NE 
Marilyn Grafton    Omaha, NE 
Mrs. Vicki Hahn    Omaha, NE 
Sister M. Jeananne Sutton    Omaha, NE 
Mrs. Karen Railey    Papillion, NE 
Ms. Paulette Kuta    Pleasanton, NE 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Betty Greiner    Randolph, NE 
Diane Evert    West Point, NE 
Carol Rempfer    Winside, NE 
Blanche Clymer    York, NE 
Ms. Linda Merriam    Belmont, NH 
Mrs. Nancy S Merritt    Dover, NH 
Mrs. Karen Lee Reese    Epsom, NH 
Mr. Wayne Swearingin    Laconia, NH 
Mr. Wayne Swearngin    Laconia, NH 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Jeff Avitabile    Litchfield, NH 
Mr. Albert Perreault    Manchester, NH 
Mrs. Joy Gilbert    Strafford, NH 
Mrs. Evelyn M. Anderson    Bernardsville, NJ 
Mr. John E Jones    Blackwood, NJ 
Mrs. Kathleen Nowak    Brick, NJ 
Mrs. Lauren Brattlie    Bridgeton, NJ 
Jadwiga Zubrzycka    Closter, NJ 
Mrs. Catherine Perazzo    Englewood, NJ 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Felix Annise    Franklinville, NJ 
Mrs. Eva Harris    Hillside, NJ 
Mr. William Mills    Lakewood, NJ 
Joseph Canale    Lumberton, NJ 
Barbara J. Webb    Maple Shade, NJ 
Kathleen Peck    Mendham, NJ 
Brian Yeager    Merchantville, NJ 
Mr. Brian Yager    Merchantville, NJ 
Larry Moore    Milford, NJ 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Claire Howson    Moorestown, NJ 
Mrs. Phyllis Giglio    North Brunswick, NJ 
Mrs. Linda Trepanier    Paterson, NJ 
J Manicone    Pompton Plains, NJ 
Mrs. Dorothy Boring    Rio Grande, NJ 
Ms. Judy Jorda    Somerville, NJ 
Mr. Doug Thuen    Sparta, NJ 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Donnelly Sr.    Trenton, NJ 
Mrs. Catherine Bozarth    Vincentown, NJ 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Sonia Kenna    Warren, NJ 
Helen Sedlack    West Milford, NJ 
Mrs. Jean Kirkpatrick    Alamogordo, NM 
Mr. Chuck Akeley    Albuquerque, NM 
Mrs. Nancy Oltmanns    Aztec, NM 
Mrs. Judy Jameson    Belen, NM 
Mrs. Margarite Jaramillo    Belen, NM 
John Luginbuhl    Gallup, NM 
Mrs. Dorothy Wray    Las Cruces, NM 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Robert Hall    Rio Rancho, NM 
Mrs. Leticia Lopez    Roswell, NM 
Mrs. Rebecca A. Hurford    Roswell, NM 
Mr. James Piatt    Santa Fe, NM 
Mrs. Brenda Schmidt    Henderson, NV 
Mrs. Darlene Harris    Las Vegas, NV 
Ms. Jeannette Wiley    Las Vegas, NV 
Ms. Mary Santomauro    Silver Springs, NV 
Nick Nichols    Zephyr Cove, NV 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Ray Schraft    Angola, NY 
Mr. Christopher Michals    Arcade, NY 
Mr. and Mrs. Rene Diaz    Binghamton, NY 
Mr. Robert Schwanger    Bronx, NY 
Mr. Dan Pellegrino Jr.    Brooklyn, NY 
Mrs. Mildred Mang    Buffalo, NY 
Ms. Linda Brennan    Buffalo, NY 
Mr. Ronald Van Kampen    Castleton On Hudson, NY 
Alan Cappella    Chestertown, NY 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Augustine    Clifton Park, NY 
Miss Amelia M Ausili    Commack, NY 
Mrs. Loralee Davis    Endicott, NY 
Dorothy Madigan    Fairport, NY 
Mr. Samuel Alvarado II    Floral Park, NY 
Mrs. Katherine Cole    Hamburg, NY 
Mr. Michael Widrick    Hilton, NY 
Mariel Young    Hopewell Junction, NY 
Mr. Leonard Tufaro    Jericho, NY 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Diane Zimmer    Lake View, NY 
Mrs. Caroline Fischer    Manhasset, NY 
Mr. John Conlon    Massapequa, NY 
Mr. Paul Fennessey    Massapequa Park, NY 
Mr. Francis Santos    New Windsor, NY 
Edward Holtz    Newark, NY 
Mrs. Annette Darlak    North Tonawanda, NY 
Mrs. Barbara Wieclaw    North Tonawanda, NY 
Norm Winne    Schuyler Lake, NY 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Penny Bonadonna    Shoreham, NY 
Johnson Revolus    Spring Valley, NY 
Marcline St Germain    Spring Valley, NY 
Miss Leslie Chu    Staten Island, NY 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Iovino    Syosset, NY 
Louise Lougen    Tonawanda, NY 
Alfred Lefebvre    Wappingers Falls, NY 
Mrs. Sandra Pizarro    Wappingers Falls, NY 
Mr. Christopher Slattery    Yonkers, NY 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Renate Davis    Alger, OH 
Mr. Douglas Abel    Ashland, OH 
Mrs. Vickie Harris    Batavia, OH 
Rudy Yenny    Canton, OH 
Paula Bryson    Casstown, OH 
Mr. Joe Auciello    Cincinnati, OH 
Mr. Thomas Hahn    Cincinnati, OH 
Mrs. Victoria Koett    Cincinnati, OH 
Alena Merimee    Cleveland, OH 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Robert J. Eiber    Columbus, OH 
Major Victor W. Grazier, Ret.    Dayton, OH 
Mr. Scott Hinkle    Dayton, OH 
Mrs. Judith Hoehner    Dayton, OH 
Donald Neville    East Liverpool, OH 
Mrs. Cathy Neville    East Liverpool, OH 
Mrs. Rosanne Brown    Fairborn, OH 
Dennis McKirahan    Fairfield, OH 
Mrs. Marcia Fackler    Fairfield, OH 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Miss Ashley Sherwood    Fayetteville, OH 
Mr. Greg Burcham    Fayetteville, OH 
Ms. Barbara Leibold    Fayetteville, OH 
William Sherwood    Fayetteville, OH 
Robert McCoy    Galloway, OH 
Dale Johnston    Grove City, OH 
Edward Hardman    Grove City, OH 
Brenda Cline    Hamilton, OH 
Mrs. Kimmerlee Collins    Hamilton, OH 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Kathryn McNutt    Harrison, OH 
Mrs. Laura Knapp    Hicksville, OH 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Spears    Logan, OH 
Clyde Hughes    London, OH 
Mrs. Charlene E. Mellen    Lorain, OH 
Mrs. Brenda Sadler    Marietta, OH 
Karen Davenport    Massillon, OH 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hollopeter    Medina, OH 
Mrs. Betty Quinn    Middletown, OH 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Brad Pilkington    Newark, OH 
Mrs. Mary Anne Medykowski    Olmsted Falls, OH 
Mrs. Vicki Gordon-Smith    Orient, OH 
Mr. and Mrs. James Witt    Saint Clairsville, OH 
Linda Wright    Saint Paris, OH 
Mrs. Barbara Hrovatic    Salem, OH 
Kelly Myers    Stryker, OH 
Mr. Steve Myers    Stryker, OH 
Sue Huston    Trenton, OH 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Priscilla Buck    Twinsburg, OH 
Maria Zins    Vandalia, OH 
Mrs. Carol Cornett    Vandalia, OH 
Mrs. Irene Muncy    Westerville, OH 
Ms. Marianne Barnhart    Westerville, OH 
Mr. Robert Yaroma    Westlake, OH 
Luisa Westfall    Wooster, OH 
Mr. Robert Mckinney    Youngstown, OH 
Mrs. Sharyn McKinney    Youngstown, OH 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Paul Wood    Altus, OK 
Miss Linda Scott    Edmond, OK 
Mr. Bill Held    Edmond, OK 
Mrs. Mildred Kellison    Hollis, OK 
John Walls    Miami, OK 
Mr. Duane Cook    Norman, OK 
Mrs. Barbara Hamit    Nowata, OK 
Bryce Zerger    Oklahoma City, OK 
Joann Balfour    Oklahoma City, OK 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Olen Ferguson    Oklahoma City, OK 
Mrs. Rachel Richenburg    Oklahoma City, OK 
Mrs. Vickie Hymer    Oklahoma City, OK 
Karen Hart    Oktaha, OK 
Mrs. Carolee and Mr. Wayne Maxwell    Purcell, OK 
Sally Thompson    Purcell, OK 
Mr. Andy Kmetz    Sapulpa, OK 
John Sander    Seiling, OK 
Mr. Dick Trim    Shawnee, OK 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Barbara Randazzo    Tulsa, OK 
Mary Man    Tulsa, OK 
Mr. Arlen Williams    Tulsa, OK 
Mrs. Tracey Montgomery    Yukon, OK 
Mr. Michael Vetter    Albany, OR 
Mr. Steven Peterson    Albany, OR 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lancaster    Baker City, OR 
Mr. Ted Harris    Cove, OR 
Mr. Matthew Goolsby    Dallas, OR 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Ron Smootz    Damascus, OR 
Lini Handy    Enterprise, OR 
Mr. Thomas Laeger    Eugene, OR 
Mrs. Dorian Buttacavoli    Eugene, OR 
Mrs. LaVonne Hull    Eugene, OR 
Mrs. Cheri Smith    Gresham, OR 
Mrs. Cindy Zuercher    Gresham, OR 
Roger Metcalf    Gresham, OR 
Brenda Campbell    Hillsboro, OR 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Douglas Campbell    Hillsboro, OR 
Mr. Kenneth Offield    Keizer, OR 
Mrs. Marilyn Atkinson    Klamath Falls, OR 
Mrs. Jan Pope    Medford, OR 
Mrs. Margaret Crowder    Monmouth, OR 
Mr. Ross Thomason    Myrtle Creek, OR 
Mrs. Susan M. Nungesser    Oregon City, OR 
Mrs. Doris Whittaker    Pleasant Hill, OR 
Sterling Griffiths    Portland, OR 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Nelson C Haas    Prineville, OR 
John Byers    Salem, OR 
Mr. George Price    Salem, OR 
Mr. John F Rondema    Salem, OR 
Mrs. Rhoma C. Mikkelson    Salem, OR 
Shelia Bale    Salem, OR 
Mr. John Miller    Sisters, OR 
Mr. Daniel Harris    Tualatin, OR 
Mr. Griffith Marshall    West Linn, OR 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Gordon P. Nyce    Allentown, PA 
Mrs. Mary Kirschbaum    Apollo, PA 
John Flynn    Bloomsburg, PA 
Anthony Gasull    Carlisle, PA 
Josephine Ogden    Conway, PA 
Marva Duncan    Coraopolis, PA 
Mr. Charles Molnar    Coraopolis, PA 
Kathy Koppenhaver    Dillsburg, PA 
Mrs. Grace Holland    Dillsburg, PA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Patti Karlberg    Downingtown, PA 
Toni Tedesco    Easton, PA 
Ms. Elizabeth Evans    Ephrata, PA 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin L. Coleman    Erie, PA 
Don Isely    Etters, PA 
Mrs. Rhoda Longenecker    Fort Washington, PA 
Edward Wascavage    Frackville, PA 
Mr. Ryan Brady    Garnet Valley, PA 
Mrs. Agnes DiLanzo    Glenside, PA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ann Pipa    Harrisburg, PA 
Mr. Robert H Harbold Jr.    Harrisburg, PA 
Mrs. Gloria Sisak    Hershey, PA 
Mr. Lambert Tolbert    Huntingdon Valley, PA 
Betty Neville    Jersey Shore, PA 
Mrs. Betty Neville    Jersey Shore, PA 
Mr. Gregory Lenhardt    Lancaster, PA 
Mrs. Alexandria DeRose    Lancaster, PA 
Mrs. Victor Knight    Lancaster, PA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Lucinda Miller    Landisville, PA 
Ms. Carol Hartman    Lebanon, PA 
Mr. John R. Gibbel    Lititz, PA 
Mr. William Adams    Lock Haven, PA 
Betty Stoner    Mechanicsburg, PA 
Mr. and Mrs. David Larson    Mechanicsburg, PA 
Mrs. Heather Gehman    Myerstown, PA 
Mr. James Wilbur    Nanticoke, PA 
Mr. Jeffrey Frantz    New Holland, PA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Carol Baylor    Newburg, PA 
Emily Hurst    Newmanstown, PA 
Mr. Shawn Hurst    Newmanstown, PA 
Theresa Heinsler    Philadelphia, PA 
Carole Straub    Phoenixville, PA 
Jean Vinski    Pittsburgh, PA 
Mr. Dave Mattozzi    Pittsburgh, PA 
Mrs. Lynn Macadangdang    Reading, PA 
Terri Chandlee    Red Lion, PA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Stephen Dillon    Saint Benedict, PA 
Ms. Margaret H. Larsen    Sciota, PA 
Miss MaryAnn McGuire    Scranton, PA 
Mrs. Margaret Natoli    Sewickley, PA 
Sister Marie A Kunberger    Spring City, PA 
Charles Smith    Waynesboro, PA 
Mrs. Deborah A. Newman    West Chester, PA 
Matt Weir    York, PA 
Mrs. Mary Ellen Reber    Zionsville, PA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Cheri Markward    Providence, RI 
Mrs. Judy Daggett    Aiken, SC 
Mr. Richard Lister    Anderson, SC 
Marilyn Lehman    Aynor, SC 
Mrs. Judith Wilkerson    Boiling Springs, SC 
Mr. Joseph Wiggins    Central, SC 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael McAdory    Clearwater, SC 
Mrs. Carolyn Johnson    Columbia, SC 
Perry Bowers    Columbia, SC 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Rhonda Edgerton    Darlington, SC 
Mrs. Pamela Ivsan    Fort Mill, SC 
Ms. Sherry Leslie    Greenville, SC 
Mrs. Linda S Meadors    Greenwood, SC 
Mrs. Lois Martinez    Greenwood, SC 
Donna Blake    Greer, SC 
Mr. and Mrs. Rolley K. Haggard    Irmo, SC 
Martha Yoder    Lyman, SC 
John Kassouf    Myrtle Beach, SC 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Ann Prince    Myrtle Beach, SC 
Ms. Jean Vinski    Myrtle Beach, SC 
Courtney Blakely    Rock Hill, SC 
Mrs. Peggy Fraser    Rock Hill, SC 
Mr. Nick Rotondo    Simpsonville, SC 
Mr. James Gainer    Travelers Rest, SC 
Mr. Craig Bostian    Aberdeen, SD 
Mr. Scott Sauer    Aberdeen, SD 
Mr. Lee S. Powers    Brookings, SD 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Jack Majeres    Dell Rapids, SD 
Linda Guthmiller    Menno, SD 
Mrs. Margaret Figert    Mission, SD 
Mrs. Gail Nelson    Pierre, SD 
Mrs. Debbie Arp    Rapid City, SD 
Mrs. Karen Jimmerson    Rapid City, SD 
Jamie Beukelman    Sioux Falls, SD 
Mrs. Janet Wilken    Spearfish, SD 
Coni Stricherz    Watertown, SD 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Tracy Headley    Yankton, SD 
Lisa Woog    Arlington, TN 
Ms. Barbara Tuggle    Arlington, TN 
Mr. Ron Hall    Bristol, TN 
Mrs. Dorothy A. Altman    Chattanooga, TN 
Mr. Thomas Greene    Clarksville, TN 
Mrs. Jailee Carnesi    Clarksville, TN 
Mr. Russell Artz    Collierville, TN 
Mr. Terry Burnside    Collierville, TN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Armantine Williams    Cordova, TN 
Mrs. C Wadley    Decaturville, TN 
Loretta Taylor    Fairview, TN 
Kraig Wall    Franklin, TN 
Mr. Michael J. Bafundo    Franklin, TN 
Toni Fitzpenn    Franklin, TN 
Ms. Barb Wilson    Goodlettsville, TN 
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Waddell    Greeneville, TN 
Leon Lowery    Harriman, TN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Gene Kelley    Iron City, TN 
Mrs. Lucy S. Overstreet    Jackson, TN 
Linda Watson    Jamestown, TN 
Mrs. K. Fowler    Jefferson City, TN 
Mr. Lee Wilson    Johnson City, TN 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. Bowling    Knoxville, TN 
Mr. Jack Wright    Knoxville, TN 
Frank Webb    Lewisburg, TN 
Anthony Lamarque    Madisonville, TN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Kerry L. Reeder    Memphis, TN 
Mr. Joseph Elia    Memphis, TN 
Mrs. Clair Reese    Memphis, TN 
Mr. Jeremy Seaton    Midway, TN 
Mrs. Peggy Holbrook    Milan, TN 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. Duggin    Murfreesboro, TN 
Brenda Spears    Savannah, TN 
Teresa Leeman    Surgoinsville, TN 
Mrs. Andrea Hardy    White House, TN 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Diann Lunsford    Abilene, TX 
Mr. Galen Engel    Abilene, TX 
Phyllis Mobley    Allen, TX 
Carol Dowling    Alto, TX 
Mrs. Carolyn Breaux    Alvin, TX 
Nancy Lipscomb    Alvin, TX 
Gil Lain    Amarillo, TX 
Mrs. Stephanie Gonzales    Andrews, TX 
Mrs. Kristina Fuqua    Angleton, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Delores Greene    Argyle, TX 
Cynthia Montgomery    Arlington, TX 
Mr. Joe C. Binion    Arlington, TX 
Mr. Joe Ewen    Arlington, TX 
Mrs. Amy Baxley    Arlington, TX 
Mrs. Karen Odom    Arlington, TX 
Dean McIntire    Austin, TX 
Mrs. Maureen Collins    Austin, TX 
Ms. Annie Carroll    Austin, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Sharom Breaux    Beaumont, TX 
Miss Robin Downing    Bedford, TX 
Mr. Donald Miller    Canyon, TX 
Sarah Ralph    Cleburne, TX 
Mrs. Pat Vick    Colleyville, TX 
Mr. Philip Schnorbach    Coppell, TX 
Mrs. David Crawford    Coppell, TX 
Elizabeth Fuellbier    Copperas Cove, TX 
Mr. and Mrs. David Mays    Corpus Christi, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Connie Mays    Corpus Christi, TX 
Lauren Brown    Dallas, TX 
Mr. Enrique Jimenez    Dallas, TX 
Mr. Robert E. Cunningham    Dallas, TX 
Shannon Graham    Del Rio, TX 
Ms. Janet Sorbello    Denton, TX 
Patricia Koonce    Denton, TX 
Mr. Bill Glidden    Dickinson, TX 
Mr. John McFarren    Dumas, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Shirley Hobbs    Eastland, TX 
Mr. David Coles    Edinburg, TX 
Ms. Helen Kight    El Campo, TX 
Ms. Nelda Wagner    El Campo, TX 
Karin Woiwode    El Paso, TX 
Mr. James Peeler    Ennis, TX 
Mrs. Kay Neal    Fairfield, TX 
Mr. Matthew Chadwick    Forney, TX 
Mrs. Deborah Bullock    Fort Worth, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Roger Breaux    Friendswood, TX 
Mr. Ken Freeman    Garland, TX 
Mr. Dennis Reyburn    Georgetown, TX 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lynn Wilson    Gonzales, TX 
Donald Muehr    Grand Prairie, TX 
Patti Mctee    Grand Prairie, TX 
Mr. Raymond Christian    Grapevine, TX 
Mr. and Mrs. Wray Boyd    Hallsville, TX 
Martha Leatherman    Helotes, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Michelle Phinizy    Helotes, TX 
Mr. Arlo Heinrichs    Hico, TX 
Mrs. Lelia Ann Francis    Horseshoe Bay, TX 
Joyce Threlkeld    Houston, TX 
Mr. Brian Cudnik    Houston, TX 
Mr. Miguel De Vega    Houston, TX 
Mr. Rick Thompson    Houston, TX 
Mrs. Montie Watkins    Houston, TX 
Mrs. Susan Bartlett    Houston, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Susan Charnock    Houston, TX 
Ms. Jozetta Roberts    Houston, TX 
Sandra Bynum    Houston, TX 
Josh McAdams    Hutto, TX 
Mr. Sidney Riley    Jacksonville, TX 
Mrs. Judith Baker    Katy, TX 
Mrs. Vivian Burns    Katy, TX 
Marsha Cranford    Kerrville, TX 
Mr. Michael Lawson Sr.    Kingwood, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Rebecca Bledsoe    Kingwood, TX 
Karen Wright    La Marque, TX 
Ms. Denise Parsons    Lewisville, TX 
Mr. Donald Leslie    Lexington, TX 
Mrs. Penny Poole    Lockney, TX 
Debra Williams    Longview, TX 
Mr. Brian Humphreys    Lufkin, TX 
Mrs. D. Schroeder    Lufkin, TX 
Ms. Janice Lowe    Magnolia, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Jeff Trentham    Mansfield, TX 
Mrs. Barbara Byrd    Mc Gregor, TX 
Mrs. Betty Howerton    Mcallen, TX 
Mrs. Jen Phillips    Mckinney, TX 
Ms. Judy Russell    Mesquite, TX 
Mrs. Glenda Kennair    Montgomery, TX 
Mr. David Nystrom    Muenster, TX 
Mrs. Eddie Dohoney    New Braunfels, TX 
Ms. Leona Parmer    Nolanville, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mary McIntosh    North Richland Hills, TX 
Jennifer Madison    Pearland, TX 
Mr. William M. Gaw    Pearland, TX 
Odell Harwell    Pearland, TX 
Miss Carrie DeBord    Plano, TX 
Mr. Jim Hix    Plano, TX 
Mrs. Shirley Holland    Port Aransas, TX 
Mrs. Betty J. Kimbro    Roanoke, TX 
Mr. Cleo Hardy    Rockport, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Marsha Hayes    Rowlett, TX 
Jeff Vista, M.D.    San Antonio, TX 
Juan Gaona    San Antonio, TX 
Mr. John Dozier    San Antonio, TX 
Mr. Leon Durbin    San Antonio, TX 
Mrs. Dora Burgueno    San Antonio, TX 
Mrs. Peggy Irwin    San Antonio, TX 
Mrs. Sharon M. Martin    San Antonio, TX 
Mr. Alan Becker    Schertz, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Robert Sorrell    Schertz, TX 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. Vari    Seabrook, TX 
Mrs. Susan H. Vari    Seabrook, TX 
James Stokes    Sealy, TX 
Jennifer Winter    Southlake, TX 
Mark Caesar    Spring, TX 
Barbara Sanders    The Colony, TX 
Alberta Curtin    The Woodlands, TX 
Floyd Steele    Tyler, TX 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Cindy Montgomery    Waller, TX 
Joe Sherwin    Waskom, TX 
Mr. Michael Lehman    Waxahachie, TX 
Ms. Terry Butts    Wharton, TX 
Mrs. Karen Chapman    Wichita Falls, TX 
Mr. Dan Hubbell    Winnsboro, TX 
Ms. Beverly A. Nicholas    Winnsboro, TX 
Mr. and Mrs. Jared Carman    American Fork, UT 
Mrs. Sonia Waters    Kanab, UT 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. M.T. Pompei    Alexandria, VA 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Pennington    Ashburn, VA 
Betty Layman    Blacksburg, VA 
Mr. Brian Rieck    Bristol, VA 
April Carnevale    Broadway, VA 
Ms. Nancye Bowman    Chatham, VA 
Miss Stephanie Whetstone    Colonial Heights, VA 
Mrs. Sarah Harris    Emporia, VA 
Alyssa de Lutis-Hoeth    Fairfax, VA 

 

www.frc.org   ●   www.watchmenpastors.org

http://www.frc.org/


Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. George Morgan    Fairfax, VA 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Ayre    Falls Church, VA 
Mrs. Kthryn Tran    Farmville, VA 
Mr. McKendree Fulks    Fredericksburg, VA 
Mr. William Wood    Fredericksburg, VA 
Mrs. Pat Gray    Fredericksburg, VA 
Mrs. Rebecca Wood    Fredericksburg, VA 
David Fuller    Freeman, VA 
Mr. Charlie Helmlinger    Glen Allen, VA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Dennis Rogers    La Crosse, VA 
Ethan Allen    Lynchburg, VA 
Katharine Shaibani    Lynchburg, VA 
Mrs. Michelle Allen    Lynchburg, VA 
Dawn Franklin    Manassas, VA 
Mrs. Ellen Judy    Montpelier, VA 
Mr. Bob Baker    Purcellville, VA 
Mrs. Annette Scheel    Reston, VA 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Racheau    Richmond, VA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Dave Taylor    Smithfield, VA 
Mrs. Betty Royer    Springfield, VA 
Mrs. Karen LeFever    Stanardsville, VA 
Mrs. Helen Moore    Timberville, VA 
James Wheatley    Warrenton, VA 
Eric Ickes    Williamsburg, VA 
Mr. John Giffin    Williamsburg, VA 
Mrs. Emily Armstrong    Williamsburg, VA 
Howard Clark    Woodville, VA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Ann Messier    Jericho, VT 
Mr. Dykes L. Pruitt    Shelburne, VT 
Ms. Dawn Hansen    Auburn, WA 
Mr. William Moore    Bellevue, WA 
Mrs. C Elaine Gillespie    Bothell, WA 
Pete Sinrud    Bothell, WA 
Mr. and Mrs. Lin R. Ostlund    Chehalis, WA 
Lois Salapka    Chewelah, WA 
Mr. Timothy White    Clayton, WA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

James McCullough    Edmonds, WA 
Mr. Paul Perez    Edmonds, WA 
Mrs. Tanya N. Warren    Edmonds, WA 
Mrs. Sandra J. Cancro    Enumclaw, WA 
Mrs. Twyla Steinburg    Everett, WA 
Lonny Olds    Federal Way, WA 
Mr. John Jorgensen    Kelso, WA 
Mr. Bernie Jensen    Lake Stevens, WA 
Mr. Daniel Kolke    Maple Valley, WA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Richard Ganoe    Mattawa, WA 
Mrs. Mary McElroy    Mukilteo, WA 
Charles W Huffine    Pullman, WA 
Mrs. Deirdre K    Pullman, WA 
Mr. Jesse Champers    Renton, WA 
Jennifer McCoy    Seattle, WA 
Mr. Timothy Yokers    Seattle, WA 
Mrs. Kristi Duncan    Seattle, WA 
Ms. Margie Dir    Seattle, WA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mrs. Carolyn and Pastor William Heberling    Sedro Woolley, WA 
Sherri Lyman    Silverdale, WA 
John Repsold    Spokane, WA 
Mr. Chris McFaul    Spokane, WA 
Mr. Dean McCarty    Spokane, WA 
Mr. John Lyons    Spokane, WA 
Sharon Workman    Spokane, WA 
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Conrad    Spokane Valley, WA 
Mr. Bill Neuman    Sultan, WA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Tom Moreland    Suquamish, WA 
Mr. Jack J. Winch Jr.    Tacoma, WA 
Ms. Sharon Werner    Tacoma, WA 
Mr. Adam Peck    Trout Lake, WA 
Heather Olsen    Vancouver, WA 
Mr. Brian Vance    Vashon, WA 
Joseph Scheer    Washougal, WA 
Mrs. Connie Jo Freeman    Washougal, WA 
Mrs. Kathy Scheer    Washougal, WA 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Ms. Rebecca Dotson    Washougal, WA 
Mrs. Louise Bateman    Yakima, WA 
Mrs. Jane Derrington    Amery, WI 
Mrs. Linda Long    Appleton, WI 
Kay Hopf    Beaver Dam, WI 
Mr. Ray Kuzniar    Brookfield, WI 
Mr. Robert Larson    Darlington, WI 
Thomas Sracic    Deerfield, WI 
Gloria Sarah    Fredonia, WI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Marcia Schmidt    Green Bay, WI 
Mr. Peter Van    Green Bay, WI 
Mrs. Barbara Watson    Jackson, WI 
Mrs. Peggy Reider    Kaukauna, WI 
Ms. Jude Belter    Menasha, WI 
Brian Larowe    Middleton, WI 
Linda Ochalek    Milwaukee, WI 
Mrs. Barb Mosey    Milwaukee, WI 
Ms. Diane J Folbrecht    Milwaukee, WI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Joyce Wilcox    Minong, WI 
Mr. William Messerschmidt    Mosinee, WI 
Mrs. Ellen Follansbee    Muskego, WI 
Mr. Brian Ware    Pleasant Prairie, WI 
Mrs. Pauline L. Tachick    Pound, WI 
Mrs. Ruth Anderson    Richland Center, WI 
Judith Gerrish    River Falls, WI 
Christine Wright    Sturtevant, WI 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Spoolstra    Waukesha, WI 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Donald Debuhr    Waukesha, WI 
Mr. Don Smith    West Bend, WI 
Mrs. Virginia A. Johnson    Williams Bay, WI 
Mr. Jerry Saulton    Huntington, WV 
Mr. Stan Helms    Independence, WV 
Ace Sligar    Little Birch, WV 
Mr. Barry Holland    Milton, WV 
Ms. Kay Holland    Milton, WV 
Cheryl Wilt    Newburg, WV 
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Letter to President Obama on the 

Contraceptive Mandate 
 

Dear President Obama: 

The undersigned pastors and Christian leaders all write to raise serious concerns over what some have called the 

"contraception mandate" stemming from the action of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 

Kathleen Sebelius on August 1
st
, 2011 to mandate that all health insurance plans in the individual and group market 

cover all FDA approved "contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures," including abortifacient drugs and 

other devices that can destroy life in its early stages.  

This mandate was not necessary, nor warranted under the provision of "preventive care services for women" 

contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Worse still is the fact that the mandate essentially 

ignores the conscience rights of many Catholic and Protestant Americans. Our country was founded on certain 

freedoms, the first of which is the freedom of religion. The ability of a religious person to follow their conscience 

without fearing government intervention has long been a protected right for Americans. It is unfathomable to 

picture a country that would deny religious freedoms.  

On August 1, 2011, your Administration granted a narrow exemption that only covers houses of worship. However, 

the fact remains that the vast majority of religious organizations will be required to choose either to violate their 

consciences or drop their health coverage for employees. This mandate is all the more egregious for including drugs 

and devices that are known and scientifically shown to function in ways that can cause abortions, including 

varieties of the morning-after-pill, both before and after implantation. The conscience rights of those who object to 

such drugs, let alone object to being forced to cover such drugs, is clearly violated by the Administration action.  

Due to significant opposition to this mandate, many people of faith hoped that the Administration would chose to 

protect the conscience rights of all people who have moral or religious objections to covering contraceptives and 

sterilization procedures and accordingly submitted comments to your Administration totaling over 200,000. In the 

face of this outcry, your Administration issued a press release on January 20, 2012 that offers groups only a one 

year reprieve on being forced to violate the tenants of their faith. Worse still, the decision includes a new 

requirement that all such religious organizations will be required to refer for that which they find objectionable in 

the first place.  

The contraceptive mandate with the requirement that there will be no co-pay to the patient means millions of 

Americans will incur the additional cost for these drugs and devices. Forcing religious entities to do the same, 

despite objections of good conscience, is a severe blow to our religious liberty. Thomas Jefferson drafted the 

Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in 1779, which passed in 1786, and set the stage for the First 

Amendment. In it, Jefferson states: "to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of 

opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Consequently, we ask that you would reverse this decision 

and protect the conscience rights of those who have biblically-based opposition to funding or providing 

contraceptives and abortifacients.  

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. Mark Forst    ,  
Mrs. Julie Robinson    ,  
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